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and unminent Danger. 

The Apoltle doth give that CharaQter of the Fews, That they are 
Beloved for their Fathers Sake, Rom, 11. 28+ And without ali doubr 
according to that Diſpenfation that then was many of them Wor- 
thipped God according to his Will, were accepted by him, and he 
was well pleaſed with them ; which he did thereby ſlew forth and 
raanifeſt, becauſe he had his Prophets among them. And our $a- 
vicer Chriſt doth expreſly ſay that Abrabam, 1ſace, and Facob, and 
al the Frophers gre in the Kingdom of God. Now thele did for their 
time and Generation ated the People which way they ſhould 
Worſhip; and their Writings are left todire&t us alſo upon whom 
the Ends of the World are come. This Obſervation ' make to 
ſhew bow that we often Read how the Chilgren of Iſrazl did (eve- 
raitimes obſerve National Falts, At Miſpeh, they poured out Tears 
by Bucketta!ls. $0 when News was brought to Godly Feboſbapbat, 
There cometh a9ein/t thee 8 great Multinude from beyond the Sea, and 
Jehoſhaphat feared and ſet himſelf to ſcek the Lord and Preclaimed 2 
faft throughout all Fudah and Julth G arbered themſelves together to 
aik help of the Lord; even out of all the Cities of Fudah they came to 
ſeth the Lord. 2. Chron, 20. 2, 3, 4. I wiſh it could now be like- 
wiſe id That out of all the Houſes of this Town and Neigh- 
bourhuod they would come to ſeek the Lord and hear his Word, 
as they did out of all the Cities of Judah : But People are not al- 
cogether fi zealous and fervent in Spirit as in former times. So Fzra 
would Eat 16 Bread 4nd Drink no Water «for he mourned becanſe of 
the Traniprefion 0* them that bad been carried away. Ezra 10. 6. And 
ſo we Read in Zfs. 2. 18. and 4. 16. When there was an intention 
and deſign to deſtroy, and to'cauſe to Periſh all Fews, Efher who 
waz the chief of them and Wife to King Abaſuerus, appointed that 
they (hould Faft, and neither Eat nor Drink three Days, Night or 
Day. As we Read afterwards in the Sequel of the Story, both 
F-boſhephat's National Faft, and Efber's National Faſt were of 
good Effet; for the Lord did preſerve them from the Intended 
Deftrutiion. The like we Read in the Third of Foxab, who when 
he came to NVinzveh and began to enter a Days Journey, and Cried 
and ſaid, as ye may Read Fonah 3. 4,5, 6,7, $, 9, iO» S0 the Peo- 
ple of Nincvelwbelicved God and Frocleimed 4 Faſt = But I:t Man 
and Beoft be covered .with Sack-cloth, and cry mightily unto Ged : Tea, 
Let them turn every one from his Evil Way, and from the Violence that 
25 in their Hands. What he means here, Let Man and Beaft cry migh- 
fly unto God, 1 know not, unleſs he would by that kind of Expre(- 
tion camprehend all forts of Men, both the more Reaſonable and 
Erutiſh Men (which is Ezekiel's Phraſe) thoſe Beaſts in Rumane 
Shape, which for wang of Uſe have almoſt loſt the Knowledge of 
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Good and Evil and Sence of God, Theſe are here required to rub 
up again thoſe faculties and powers of Knowledge and Reaſon, which 

efore lay dead or aſleep in them, But it hath been Obterved that 
Man is only a Religious Creature, fur ocher Beats have ſome lirtle 
Semblances and outward Shews of Realun, but none at all of Reli- 


? gion. Yet when 1 read in Pſal. 1-4. 25, 27+ That Creeping Thing: 


| Inmumerable, hoth Small and Great Beafts, theſe 2 wait upon thee th:: 


thou mayeſt give them Meat in due Seaſon; He giveth 10 the Beaſts bis 
Food, and to the Toung Ravens which Cry, Pal. 147. 9g. As Gul doth 
certainly take care of them, ſo there may. be in them allo a ſecrec 
and inward Inftint towards their Creator, as our ſelves do find chat 
our Knowledge and- Reaſon do much more incline towards him chat 
1s Invilible then as we yet throughly kaow and are aware uf. $0 
that there may not be altogether ſo much Impropriety in that Ex- 
preſſion of the King of Nineveh taken literally, as ſome may at firtt 
Imagine. It is certain that therein he ſpoke according to the Prin- 
Ciples-and DiQates of Natural Religion. But moſt certainly there 
is Excellent Senſe and Significancy in the latter part of this Eighth 
Verſe, Tea, (which Particle ſignifies rather) Zet every one turn 
from his evil way, and from the violence that is iy their bands, This is 
Paralel and agreesto the Words of our Text, If any Man be 4 Y Yor- 
ſhipper of God and doth his will, bim be beareth. For there to the cry- 
ing mightsly to God, it is immediately lubjoyned and annexed : Tex, 
let them turn every one from kis evil way and from the violence that is 
in their bands. There is better Divinity in this oae (aying of the 
Heathen King of Nineveb than is to be heard frem Thouſands of 
Biſnops and Priefts, and other Teachers and Preachers at this day ; 
for they do ftick in the outward Obſervation of the thing. T hey 
are very exa& and punftual to go according to the Form and Lines 
made ready to their hands ; but they ds not underſtand, or at leait 
they are not Guided by the things fignified thereby. For thigis che 
Right Natore and Intent of a ER, not only to cry mightily unto 
God with the outward Veice, or to take with them ſuch and ſuch 
Words of Courſe : Nor yet to make longer Prayers and Preaching 
on this day than at other times. 1 do not hereby abſolutely ſpeaic 
againſt or condemn them. But yea, that is Rather, let this Word 
allo.be Obeyed, Let them turn every one from bis evil way 4nd from the 
violence that is in thely bands. Thy Heart and Conſcience knows 
what hath been, or what is thy Evil Way : As. my own Heart and 
Conſcience doth know what hath been, or what is my Evil Way- 
But both thou and 1 do diflemble and not keep the Falt, if each of 
us do not turn from our Evil Way. For if we would have the Sure 
Mercies of David, and be where David is, we muſt do as he did, 
I kept my (*If from mine Iniqutty, Pſal. 18 22. And fo likewiſe it mus 
be froin the Violence that is in any of our hands. 
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And God ſaid unto Noah, The end of all Fleſh is come before me, 
for the Earth s filled with Fiolenee throughout them, and 1 will de- 
flroy them with 1b: Earth, Gen. 6. 13. from which Verſe we ſee 
and learn that Deſtrution is the Puniſhment annexed and conſe. 
quent to Violence. Now Faſting being in order to Prevent and 
Turn away Deftruction it is neceſsary that every man ſhould turn 
from the Violence that is in his hands, or otherwiſe outward Faſting 
will not do. This the King of Nineveh knew right well. O 
when ſhall the Earth that even to this Day is filled with Violence, 
thus keep a Faſt unto the Lord, as ſor every inhabitant thereof High 
and Low to turn from the Violence of his hands, Then there would 
be no Deſtroying Sword, nor ſhould the Waters of the Blood of its 
Inhabitants any more cover the Barth. And when the Souldiers de- 
manded of Fobn, ſaying, And what ſball we doe ? And Me ſaid wnto them, 
Doe Violence to no Man. Luke 3; 14+ But as it is one of the hard-. 
e& things in Chriſtianity in Common Pratice, nut to Recompence 
Evil for Evil or not to doe Evil unto therm who would do Evil unto 
us. So it is hard and ſeldom uſed in Warsto ſtand only on the defen- 
five Part, and co doe Violence to no man; Not to uſe cruelty and ſe- 
verity towards thoſe Enemſ#s who would uſe cruelty and ſeverity un- 
to us,if they had us in their Power, As for Example, It is too much 
known that the Natural Born Jrifþ are ſufficiently Cruel, Barbarous 
and deſtrutive,Witneſs their Maſſacres, Murders and Horrid doings 
inthe Year 1639. and it hath been fince ſeen that the Blood of thy Ser- 
vants which they ſhed Plal.yg.10. hath been revenged upon them even 
to the Second Generation ; for rhey had at long run the worſt of that 
War alſo which themſelves at firſt begun. And ſo it is known freſh to 
our Memories that within theſe fewYears laſt Paſt,as we have heard 
with our Ears and it hath been told unto us bow they have been 
Slaughtered in Great Numbers. AndI have heard from one that 
had it froman Eye Witneſs that in the laſt Battel which was fought 
there, whea the /riſh were Overcome thoſe Poor Creatures would 
fall down upon their knees and cry out in a Pitiful manner for Quar- 
ter in the midſt and heat of Battel; but they were knorked down, 
and thruſt shrough, and ſhot for all: Even according as is the uſual 
method and they fay _—_— with the Law of Arms when any be- 
fiegedCity is taken by ftorm or when any Enemy is found in thePlace 
of Battle; Recauſe they ſay thoſe Perſons would doe the very ſame 
gr like tothemifthey ha& Overcame them,or had them in their Pow- 
eria like manner. And ſo according to Lex tdlionss or the Law of 
Requital they are as it were Necetfitated to this kind of ſeverity. 
But whether or no this kind of doing be not ſome Part of that Yio- 


lence which hath filled the Earth at this day, or whether it isnot the , 


lame which was forbidden to Souldiers by his Servant John Bap- 
gift ( for it is Probable that He Reproved and forbad that which 
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5) 
they were Additted and Given unto at that day ) God is Judge 
_ thereof more then any knowledge of Man can now deter- 
mine. 
For my Part 1 ſhould not care/to have the leaſt, nor yet any hand 
ia ſuch kind of VVork, as is Cruelty or Deſtru&ion to my fellow 
Creatures. For Iam one of thoſe Witneſles in the VVorld that have 
learned War no more. And according to the knowledge given mee and 
that Underſtanding out of the Y Vord of God, I have from thence te- 
ſtifhed unto the Nations that theſe VVars aud Fightings are Unlaw- 
ful and Uackriſtian of both ſides. For they come from Mens L uf#5. 
James 4+ 1+ which Luſts are certainly Ualawful and Unchriſtian. 
I have from the Scriptures of Truth, Pointed out the only True and 
Right way to Peace. It is in Pſal. 72. 3 The Mountains ſha bring 
Peace to the People and the little Hills by Righteouſneſs. AS when we 
ask the VVay upona Road VVec are ſhewed ſuch a Path or Tratt, 
and they Give us for Direftion, that we muſt goe by ſuch an Houſe 
or Village or remarkable .Place,ſo the Holy Ghoſt hereby doth figni- 
he that the Way to Peace is by Righteouſneſs, The Mountains ſhall 
bring Peace to the People, and the Iutle Hills by Righteouſneſs. Which 
will be fulfilled when the Higheſt Sort of People there expreſled by 
Mountains, and the Loweſt ſort th:re exprefled by little Hills, hall 
every one of them Fear the Lord, from the Greateſt to the Leaſt, 
lo as to dee according to what Ged repuires of Man, To doe juſtly, 
and te Iove Mercy (what a Godlike thing is this) «1nd 80 walk, Humbly 
with thy God Micah 6.8.When I Read or hear of Battles and Vidtories, 
ſometimes one hath the better of it and ſumetimes another ; I looke 
into the Glaſs of the VVord of God, and there I ſee it thus written, 
Becanſe the Lord God of your Fathers was wroth with judab Me bath de- 
livered them into your hand, aud ye bave Slain them in a rage that reach- 
eth up unts Heaven. And now y* Purpose to kgep under the Children of 
Fudah and Feruſalem for Bonimen and Bondwomen unto you, But are 
there not with you,even with you Sins,ag ainſt the Lord your God,2Chron. 
28. 9, Yo» This was ina civil VVar between [ſrae} and Fudab; 
and the ſame Reaſon holds between Nation and Nation , becauſe 
the Lord God of your Fathers was wroth with the French and with 
the iſh, He hath delivered them into your hands and ye have Slain 
them in a rage that reacherh up unto Heaven, But are there not 
with you, Zugliſbmen, even with you Sins agaiaſt the Lord our 
God? Truly there are with us, even with us Fngliſbmen, Sins a- 
gainft the Lord our God; which the Preſent Rulers doe ſuppoſe and 
acknowledge in the General,By appointing this day of Publick Falt- 
ing and Humiliation for the ſame. My hearcs Deſire and Prayer 
unto God, is that himſelf would make known How Me is the God of 
all the F amilits of the Earth. All the Creatures are his. And though 
Country is divided from Country by Rocks, Seas and Rounds, Vet 
s [- 


(6) 
theſe are but ſeveral Rooms of the ſame his Barth,as there are ſere- 
ral intermixesHurdles in a Sheepfold, where are all Sheep. And fo 
Mcnand V Vomen, Our Fellow Creatures, who were made in the I- 
mage of God , doe Inhabit other Countreys : O that therefore the 
wholeEarthwere orice {o that wee ſhould be harmleſs and inoffenfive 
one to another; that it may be fulfilled and ſeen, Then ſball the Lambs 
feed after their manner. Ta. 5. 17, They ſhall not burt nor deftroy in 
all my Holy Mountain for the Earth ſhall be full of 8be knowledge of the 
Lord a: the Waters covey the Sea, If. 11.9. Certain itis, As wee 
have Compathon and Mercy to our fellow Creatures ; aud as every 
one of us doe turn from the Evil of his VVays and from the Violence 
of his Hands, wee come nearer and cloſer to the Mind and V Vill 
of God (if 4 Mau is a Worſhipper of God and doth bis VFill, bin 
be beareth ) and wee keep the Faſt ſo much the more acceptable to 
the Lord according to Ia. 58. 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, $, which the Rea- 
der may ſce at large in the Bible, Is wot this the Faft that 1 bave 
choſen, to looſe the Bands of Wickedneſs ? &c. 

Todiſcourſe theſs things in the General is ſutable Enough to Na- 
tional Fafting and Humiliation. Which is'therefore obſerved that 
Prayer and Supplication be rgade by all the People ofthis Land to be 
Preſerved from Forreign Enemies; and that every Man may know 
the Plague of bis ows Heart, In order to get out, Be healed and Re- 
covered from the ſame. For in vain are all the Atts of Retigion and 
VVorſhip till this be done. The Living in any known and reſerved 
Sin doth denominate a Man or VVoman a Sinner ; nor yet'is it ſufh- 
cient t>goe on ina PerfunQory and Hafty courſe of Life and then 
they ſay, they live in no Sin, Becauſe they will not know, ſearch and 
diſcover it; for every one ſhonld ſeek to know the Plague of his 
own Heart, make Prayer unto God, and alſo fearch and try his own 
Ways, whither there be any Sin or not ia him. For it is aot here 
according tv what Tgnorant and Preſumptuous Sinners would Ima- 
gine, but as the Lord will judge at the laſt Day, For as®e ſaid to 
Sarah, 1 will certainly return unto thee according 10 the Time of Life. 
Gen 18. 19. $o he willcertainly judge every one of us according 
to ſuch a Time of Life and according to ſuch a Time of Life. For 
according as wee lived in Sin or not lived in Sin, He will Remember all 
our Offerings and acc:pt our Burnt Sacrifice. Selab.The Lord fulfill all 
thy Petitions. Plal. 20. 3, 4 Andall our other things pertaining £0 
Religion and Worſhip, which wee have done in order to him 
throughout our Life ; or he will not accept thereof : which aftrma- 
tion of Eternal and Immutable Truth is Grounded upo2 thule 
words of our Text. Now wee know that God not Sinners; but if any 
Man b: « Worſbipper of God, and doth his will bim be hearetb. 

Theſe were the words of him that was Bora blind and Reftored 
to Sight by Jeſus Chriſt, Now it is truc that every ſaying of any 
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meer Man, as this Blind Man was, only becauſe it 1s recorded in 
Scripture,is not therefore of Divine Inſpiration, nor of Equal Aucho- 
rity and Truth to what Moſes and the Prophets,Chriſt and his Evan- 
gelifts and Apoſtles ſpake and delivered. For theſe were moved 
Immcdiately by the Holy Ghoſt and fpake as that Gave them Utter- 
rance, and had received the Spirit which ſhould direft them into all 
Truth. But the ſayings of falſe Prophets. 2 Kings 22. 6, 11+ are 
Regiltred in Scripture,andſo what the Serpent and the Devil ſpake. 


| Other things are there Recorded, which were the Diſcourſes of 


# Gods own Hearn, who did fulfill his Pleaſure and doe his Will. 
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Some whereof were Good Moral and Honelt ſay- 
ings; and others were ſpoken according to what other Men and Wo- 
men uſaally doe. And thereupon it is a Rule that wee are to re- 
ceive it for true or falſe according to the Perſon ſpeaking, and AC» 
cording to the Particular ſubje& matter there ſpoken off. But this 
exprelnon of the Blind Man which wee haue choſen for our text, 
is to be received and embraced for a certain and Divine Truth; Be- 
cauſe there are other Places of Undoubted Scripture, which confirm 
the ſame Word. For wee have no leſs Perſens then David (Zy whom 
the Spirit of the Lord Spake aud bis YYord was in bis Tongue. 2 Sam. 
23, 2. )and the Son of God himſelf, even Jeſus Chrift, Witneſling 
an atria the very ſame in the two Branches of ourtext. And 
firſt that God heareth not Sinners, Wee have the Holy Ghoſt ſpeak- 
ing by the Mouth of -David on this wiſe, f [regard iniquity in my 
Heart, the Lord will not bear mee. Pſal. 66. 18, and whereas be goes 
on to add in the very next verſe, But verily God bath beard mee, be 
bath attended to the Yoice of my Prayer. Why this again confirms the 
latterPart of our text, If any Man 5e « Y Yorſbipp:y of God and doth bic 
will,bim be beareth. For it is manifeſt by the Hiſtory of the Bible that 
| David was a Worlhipper of God; and further, He was 4 man after 
And 
ſo our Saviour Jeſus Chrift doth confirm the Truth of our Text, if 
not in the very ſame expreſs Words as that is in, yet it is tothe ve- 
ry ſame Signification, Not every one thas ſaith unto mes Lord, Lord, 
ſhall enter into the X ingdom of Heaven, but be that doth the will of my 
Father which is in p an The &: part of which Propoſition, 
nor every one that ſairh unto mee Lord, Lobd, fhall enter into the K ing- 
dom of Heaven, Anſwers and agrees unto, and Proves the Words of 
wy Text, God beareth not Sinners 2s it is afterwards faid, for many 
will ay to me, Lord, Lord, who have been Workers of Iniquity. 
Verſe 22. but that will not avail them ſo far as for God to hear them 
and to bring them to his Holy Place. For as ſeveral Sinners and 
Tranſgreflors doe make outward Prayers in their Life Time unto 
God, ſo when they come to dic, and their Souls doc live after that, 
they wouldjasÞwillingly go* ta Heaven as other People, knowing 
if they be not admitted there;they (ball be ſent uato a workePlace and 
that is very Tue. Fox 


For as Balaam ſaid, Bebold I bave Received Commandment to Bleſs, 
and he bath Bleſſed and 1 cannot Reverſe it. Numbers 23. 20 So here 
it is, The Order and Decree of God tands on this wiſe, Thou ſhalt 
Guide mee with thy Counſel and afterward receive mee to Glory, Plal, 
73+ 24+. lothat there isno being received up unto Glory without 
being firſt Guided by Gads Counſel, that is, his written Word, 
and the Motions and digates of his Spirit. There is no going to Hea- 
ven without afore doing the will of our Father which 13 in Heaven. 
All the Miniſters, Servants and Creatures of God in the wholeWorld, 
cannot Reverſe this Commandment and Purpole of God. And fo it 
runs in the afarmative, He that doth the will of myFather which is in 
Heaven, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. This 1s the very 
ſame with $he laſt Part of my Text,/f «ny Man be 4 Worſbipper of God 
and doth bls will, Him be Hearath. 

In the Hfouth of two or three Witneſſes every Word ſhall be EPabliſhed 
and here two true and faithfut Witneſſes, viz. David and Chrilt 
gi c atreſtation and confirmation to the ſame. It doth thereupon be- 
come as Authentick a text and as Immediate a Divine Truth, as any 
other in-the Bible. He that was born blind and Reſtored to his ſight 
Rid hit on the Right of it in this his ſaying- Nay rather, It w 
not ſo much his own Peculiar ſaying as a commen reccived maxi 
ef Truth amongſt the Jews and Servants of God in thoſe Days. 
Which appears by that kindof Introduftory ſpeech, Now wee know, 
as is uſual in, common ſpeaking among us, wee know it is ſo. and ſo. 
It is obvious and lies within every bodies Obſervation and Know- 
ledge. Who knows nat ſuch things as theſe ? Nay wee might bring 
in a third Witneſs of God to confirm and Eftabliſh this ſame Word, 
for this Truth and Obſervation was as Old as Iſaiah his Time, 
who ſaith by the Spirit, YYhben ye meke many Prayers, I mill not hear, 
Tour Hands are full of Blood, And then he afterwards adviſes them 
3 ceaſe to do Fvil (tor as long as they did Evil, God would not hear 
their Prayers) learn ts do well; come nowlet us reaſon together, ſaith 
the Lord, Iſa. 1. 18. Thereby he-gives us to underſtand that then 
God will hear and be Intreaced, gyen to pardon and forgive, though 
their Sins be as Scarlet, of a —_ and Contamination, they ſhall 

all be as white as Snow, which is an Emblem of Innocency. Though 
they be red like Crimſon, they ſhall be 4s FYool. Whatever hurt they 
did formerly, they ſhall ceaſe to hurt ; for Wool hurts none, but 
warms and cheriſhes. All this is to the very ſame purpoſeand figni- 
fication, and ſo is /ſaiab 1. throughout, That as long as People aro 
Sinners God heareth them not ; But if any ſau be a worſhipper of God, 
and 4th bis will him be heareth, 

The Text naturally divideth it ſelf into two Branches, the firſt by 
way of Negation, God hear:th not Sinners; and the latter by way of 
AHicmatign, If any men be 4 worſbipper of God, and doth his will, = 
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Fe beareth, There is no need to change, alter or vary the Words 
to make up the Doftrine, or Dettrines of our preſent intended Ser« 
mon ; but take and treat of them in their own Words, in the very 
order as thev lie, 

The firit Doctrine is, That God heareth net Sinners : The ſecond 
is, if 4 man by 4 worſhipp:r cf God, and doth bis will, bim b: beareth, 
There is no need of any [nterpretation or Expolition; for the words 
are very plain and ealy, That he that Runneth may Read, and he 
that Heareth may Underſtand. 

God heareth not Sinners. What kind of ſaying is this ? For there is 
not 4 Word in my Tongue, but Lord, thou knoweft it altogeth:f. When 
Hannah Prayed exd pak: in ber Heart, 1 Sam. 1. God did hear this 
Mental kind of Prayer all one as wha is uttered ferth with the out- 
ward Voice, and accordingly it there fo came to pals that the God of 
Iſrae] granted to her the Petition that ſhe asked of him. As allo 
this will help us to appreh<nd what jr is that the Plalmiit Prays (0 
often for, Heer my Prayer, O Lord,and let my Ciy com? into 3h-e 5 and 
lo Hezekiab Prays, Lord, Bow down thine Far and bear, 2 Kings 19» 
16. This very Phraſe of Speech is above a hundred times in Scrip- 
tate, That God will hear, and ſometimes it is ſaid, Go4 will not hear. 
Not but that God hears all things, and ktiows all things. Bur chea 
it is that God hears the Prayers of his Servants and People, when 
he doth grant and fulfil their Petitions according to what they had 
asked of him. And then he is (ajd net to bear, when he will not 
grant, nor yet fulfhl the Petitions of ſuch or ſuch Creatures, Men 
and Women. Neither will he accept of the things they do in order 
to him. There are many Examples and Inſtances of this both 
Ways. Aud Feſus lift up his Eyes, and ſaid, Father 1 thank thee they 
thou haſt beard me 3, aud 1 know tht thou beareſ® me always." God 
heard him always, becauſe he was the Holy Ons, and in him was 
no Sin ; But none of his other Servants had that Priviledge as to be 
heard always, but this was the Priviledge of the Son only. Who in 

the Days of his Fleſh, when be had offered up Prayers an1{Supplications 

with frong Crying and Tears was beard in thit be ferred, Heb. 5.7. 

This again Illuſtrates the ſame. Asalſo it doth teach us that the 

way for God to hear us, is by Obe dience, Holinels and Fearing of 

his Name, p 

I have lometimes thought that all Scripture doth hang like Bird- 
lime together ; for it is alof a Piece, and it all agrees, and is con- 
net together as pertaining to the ſame things, as indeed (o it doth, 
as to what we are naw handling» That God will bear ſuch as do bis 
will, but wot Sinners, This appears from all thoſe places afore- 
quoted, as allo from Micah 3. 4. Then ſhall they cry unto the Lord, 
but be will not Lear them, Fe will bile lis Face from them even at thay 
vine, 4s they bays bebavel themſelves ii] in their doingy. 'Matk this 

» laſt 3 
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laſt ; for what can be more full, expreſs or pertinent to the matter 
we arc Treating of. They arc tuned back to th: Tuiquities of theiv 
Fere-fathers, which refuſed to bear my Wor1s (from whence Note by 
*the way that Refuſal to hear the Word of God is a $19 aad iniquity; 
Yea, and a.very great one too) and. they went after other Gods 10 
ſerve them, the Houſe of 1ſracl and th? Houſe of Judah bave broken my 
Couznarnt which 1 made with their Fathers. Therefore thus ſaith the 
Lord, Bebold 1 will bring Evil upon them, which they ſhall not be able 
r0 eſcap:, aud when they ſhall ery unto m2, 1 will not bearken unto them, 
er. 11. 10 14.. The Latins put a difference and diverility between 
Audire and Auſciltzri, The firlt fignifies to hear, an4 the latter to 
hearken 3 and we know that we have a common Proverbi:1 Speech, 
Such an one bears,” but be doth not bearber. And fo Gol hears all 
things. He hears the Myrabling of the Papitts over their, Beads. 
He bears the much Spezting of the Heathen, as allo the Superitition 
of the Few and Mahbometan. And {o he doth hear the ſeveral De- 
votions, Worlſhips, Rights or Manners of Religion in all Nations 
and People under the Sun, But he doth not hearkea unto them. 
For ſetting afide thoſe only who do his Will, and Worſhip him 
is Spirit and tn Truth, for the Fatber ſechetb ſuch to Worſhip bim, 

- and is heard of them. But all the other Worſhippers on the face 
of the Earth he minds and regards no more thaa we doyzthe Gag- 
gling of Geeſe, or the Chirping of Birds, which we' are forced to 
hear whether we will or not. Or than the Barking of a Dog, as 
we commonly. fay, Which laft comes near to the Phraſe and Com- 
pariſoa of the Holy Ghoſt, He thas Sacrificeth a 7 amb is_as if be 
ext off 4 Degs Neck, Ia. 66. 3+ There is little in that ;. and 
even an their beft Religious Ats and Performances there is little 


* 


or nothing at all, as to Gud's Acceptation and Account, as lome of * 


thera will be imputed to be as bad as /drlatry and Muriher, as we 
gather from the lame Verie, Jf God did hear only by the hearing 
of the Ear, cur Voice how loud focyer would not reach up unto 
Heauen; and the God of /þ- acb neither Slumbers nor Sleeps ; nor 
yet is he afar of, for he fills Heaven and Earth, ſb there is no 
need tocry aloud to reach unto him ; but if any are Obltreperous 
and Noily in their Werfuip, whether it be out of Ignorance of the 
Mature of God who knows all things, even the Fhiſperings of Ariel 
0:1t of th: Duft, all, one as whas is {poken out; or rather if they do 
ſo out of their earneſtne(s and defire to have their Prayers heard 
and granted *. Yet, as 4 little Leaven Leaueneth the whol:' Lump, 
ſo if there be any Sin and Tranſgretfion Intermixed with, or in the 
Worlhipper, then what Gol ſaith by Ezekiel pertaineth to ſuck, 
Though they Cry in my Ears with's loud Voice, yet I wilt not hear 
them, Ezek. 8. 18. Then ſhall they call upon me, but 1 will not anſwer ;' 
they ſhell ſeek, me early, bus they foal nas ſind me, Prov. 1. 22, This 
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s ſaid as to thoſe Sinners and Simple Ones and Scorners;. and Fools 
mentioned Verſcs 10, 22+ of this ſame Chapter. - Yea the whole 
doth 1luftrate and Confirm the Point in hand ; *as allo many Ter- 
rible Things are here ſpoken againft the non-hearers W the Word, 
who Tet at nought all God's Counſel, aud would none of his. Re- 
proof, in Verſes 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, JO, 31- As on the one fide, 
the effetnal fervent Prayer of « Righteous Man availzth much, lo if 
there be any Fornicator or Prophane Perſon as Fſeu, or a Le'piler 
of God and of his Word, ' when afterwards, latt Sickae!s, Death, 
or Future Puniſhment draws towards, and is juft ſeizing upon taem, 
they will find no place for Repentance, though. they ſeck for ic 
carefully with Tears. In this place of the Proverbs it 15 ſaid, 
Thongb' they cry with eloud Poice (whereby is ſet forth the utmoir 
Earneſtneſs and Anguiſh of Spirit.) be will nor be beard by them, 
It was ſaid i1 the beginning of our Diſcourſe, that the intent of 
Faſting was to ſeck the Lord yet+ more Earneftly. Now ſuppoſe 
that ſuch kind of Sinnefs and Tranfgreflors {hould obſerve a Fralt) 
for this 'end, To engage the Lord yet more tot hear them, ye 
we have the Wiſdom and Miad of God ſpeaking to them 01 this 
wiſe, When they Faſt I will not bear their Crs; and when they offer 
Burnt-cffering and an Ollation 1 will nor accept ibem; but I will Co::+ 
ſume them by the Sword, - ani by the Famine, aud by th2 Peſt ilence, Jer. 
[4+ 12. Truly, this laſt Scripture doth ran and weigh very mach 
in my mind; Bzcaule at this day is the latter part thereof fulfilled in 
yur Fars, Luke 4+ 21. For ye have heard that ſeveral Handreds 
ad Thontands have been Conſurged by the Sword and by the Fa- 
mive, an by >ne Peftiknce in the Neighbouring Countries j and 
theſe Nitlons are joyned aud- concerned in the ſame. For ſeveral 
Choſen Men of Zngland hare alſo loit their Lives in the Wars 
Au] though perhaps ye think there hath nut heen that Famine and 
Mague, yet by rea!ou of unwholeſome Vittnals, unwholteſome 
Air, Coldneſs and Wet, which Numerous Armies are forced to 
neet withals There hath hen that Conſuming Sichneſs among them, 
hat by Relatioa almoſt as many have died of th:t in the Flower of 
heir Age, as the Sword or other Inftruwents of War have Devour- 
ed and immediately Deftroyed. So that as to them it hath been 
quivalent to the Famine or Peſtilence it ſelf; for they can bus 
Deffroy, 82d the like hath happ=neg to them. So that ty the 
Truth of one part thereof which we ſee evidect before our Eyes, 
It is a Sign and Token that God will not accept of their other Ats 
of Relizion and Worſhip at the laſt day. But as he ſaith Fer. 14. 
10. He will now R-member their Iniquity an4 Viſit their Sins. So it 
My: be ſeen when the day of Judgment is preſent, as now is-the 
Ay of Probation and Trial-in this VVildernek of the Earth. VVe 
ge not abſolut-ly Sure that this Natioaal Faſt will gaia acceptance 
| B 2 with 
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- 
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with the Lord as to the whole Nations and every Inhabitant there- 

of; though theright Obſervance of it may do good to cach Perſon 

rhat walkech uprightly; that doth afuatly tura from the. Evil of 
his way; anMrom the Violence that is in their bands; So much 

may be believed and underſtood from the $criptures that 1t will be 

atailable to nane elſe-- : 

O Lord, to us belongeth Confuſion of Face, &c. and ſo on, as it is 
Dan. 9. $,9,10,11,12, 13,14, The Time of Hardening and the 
Day of Provoration gacth away. Aud we learn from Fer. 14- 12, 
aud alto from what is written of Levi, be ſaid, Bleſs Lord bis Sub- 
ſauce, ant accept the Work of bis bands, Deut. 33. $, 11+ Remember 
«? thy Oftrrings, end accept thy Burnt Sacrifice, Selab, Plat. 20» 3. 
Trey ſhall come up with acc:ptance on: mine Altar, Iſa. 60, 7.- For 
in mine Holy Mountain, the Mountain of the beight of Iirael, ſaith the 
Lord God, there fball all the Houſe of iſrael, 4 of them in the Land 

ere, me 3 there” will I accept them, and there will 1 require your 
Offer12g5,0nd the firſt Fruit of your ObIitions,with all your Holy Things ; 
1 will accept you with your Sweet $Savour when 1 bring you oat from 
the People, ant gether ye out of the Countries wherein ye have been 
Scattered, .an1 1 will be SmBRified in you before the Heathen, Ezek. 
26. 49, 41. From all theſe places we learn this Word of Inftratti. 
07, That in a!!things we do in Order to God, or pertaining to 
Religion, 25 it is cominouly named or underfteod; And to it 
is in going to ſuch a Congregation or Afſembly for Vyorſhip, un- 
leſs Gol accepts thereof ir all fignifies nothing. 1 hate, 1 deſpiſe 
your Feaſt Days, and I will not fmell into your Solemn Aſſemblies. 


Thongh ye Offer me Buynt-Offerings and your. Meat-Offerings, 1 will , 
not" acceps them, n2ither will 1 regard the Peace-Offerings of your Fat, 


Beaſts, Amos 5. 21, 22. V Vhich. yet he himſelf did Command and 
Infitute, and Man did then uſe them to pleaſe, atone, and be re» 
-conciled unto Almighty God. Now all thoſe Sacrifices and Offer- 
ings under the Oid Teftament Diſpenlation, God did not deſire them, 
Plal. 40. 6. but he did Inftitute them as. a Type of Chrift : Which 
Himſelf. the ſubſtance and thing Typified being come, are now utter- 
ly ceaſed, finiſhed and determined, Yet the Author to the He- 
'rews Joth mention them as a Signification of that Goſp=1 Worſhip, 
which the High Prieft of our Profeſſion Feſus Chriſt hath Inſtituted 
and Qcith require in theſe Nays : $0 that by the ſame Interpretation, 
,Þy the ſame Analogy and Reaſon of things, it may be certainly ga- 
there. and” concluded that God will got accept of rhe'ſeveral Atts 
ang Parts of Worſhip now, outward Prayer, Praiſe, Hearing the 


Word { by the: way «s to that many. now are-for ſmobrh things andy” 
deceiss, Ya. 30. 10. but they do not come ta, heat righs things, and}. 


the time now is- that they-mill not bear Sound Dotrint) Baptilm an 
the Lords Supper, I ſlay that God will not accept of all, nor yet 
any 
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any of theſe (though they are his awn Orzinances and 'nſtitutions. 
So that they ſhould not 'be caſt off neither, pur only they thiguld be 
canftificd who aſe them) when it doth becomothe sacritice of Foglt, 
the Sacrifice of Sinners and Tranſgrellprs, - For they Provoke God 
and Neceive themſelves (whereby they areFgals) when they keep 
up one with another ; that is, when they-Worthip- God, and yet 
continue in Sin and Tranſgreſſion. The whole Scripture is-full to 
the ſame purpoſe. v | 

. Wherefore ſeeing we alſo are compaſſed about with ſo great a 
Cloud of Witnelles (what a vaſt Nymber, of Texts gt. >cripture 
have we brought forth to pcove and confirm: the Point! 19 band, 
that it may appear to. be a true ſaying and- porthy of all Acceptaiion, 
as indeed it hath Acceptation with all ſuch who gre his Faith(ul Ser- 
vants, that God þeareth not Sinners) Let us therefore lay 4f6de every 
weig/t, and the Sin that dsth ſo eaſily beſet us, and It ts.run with Pas 
tience the Race that is ſet before us. Many do imagine that that Sin 
which doth ſo cafily beſet us, is Pleaſant, Convenient and Niygrt- 
iog ; ſo that if it were laid aſide, our Life would thereppun wreome 
Dull, Irkſome and Tedions. Rut admitting it-ſhould be io, yet 
the Word of Exhortation ſpeaks on this wiſe, Let us 14% with 'P4- 
tience the Race that is ſet before us.” Indeed God doth give us Jof 
and Peace in Believing and Doing hiz Will, wh ch doth Kecompence 
and Counterpoiſe for that : But it is the Mind of Go that his Cred- 
tures ſhould for ſome Set-times Afi8 their Souls, 1ia. 58 3. There 
is 4 Commandment enjoyning the lame in ſome of the Ryoks of Ado- 


| ſex, (the Reaſon whereof is Eternally Obligatory) as alſo we Read 


there, That upon the Solemn and Great Preparations to meet with 
the Lord, the Men were not to come near their Wives for three 
or. four days. - Allufive to which the Apoſtle Pqul doth give Ci 
reftion and Counſel tothe Husband and Wife, Defraud ye nds one 
th; other, except it be with conſent for a time, 2b4t ye may give your 
ſelves unto Faſting ard Prayer, 1 Car. 7. 5. From whence we learn 
That.one Principal End and Neceſlary Part of Faſting is to AMi& 
ones Body, and to deny our ſelves thoſe things which are lawfal 
and allowed at' other times. To: A# Revenge, 2 Cor. 7. 11, n+ 
dignation aod Pyniſhment upon ones ſelf put of a'Conſciouſnels ard 
Knowledge that we have done ſomething -to deſerve Gods Indig- 
nation and Puniſhment, And to this allo x Cor. 11.31, 32: bath 
ſame tendency-and reſpett, for if we weuld Fudge cur ſelves, we 
ſbould not be Fudged : But when we ar: Fudged, we are Chaften:d of 
the Lord, that we Should not be Condemned with th! World. . SO we 


* Read in the Old Teſtament, Surely it is meegto be [4i4 yats God, 


I bave born Chaſtiſ-ment, 1 will nn Offend any mor*, Job 34+ 31. 
And ſo we Read of a Mans Chalten'og bis owa Soul. All this is 
yery Pertinent and Suitable to the Buſineſs of a Falt Day : Asallo 
it 
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it ſhews that the Several and diſtant Places of Holy Scripture, do" 


all in a melt VVonderful manner meet together in this Center,which 


ye do well toattend unto, to ſee and vbſerve it. A Center is but- 


a very little and middle Point, even the leaſt of all the Circumfe- 
rence about. And ſo the Center which all Scripture and the very 


many words contained therein, drives at and brings unto, is but it 


two words, which make but two Sylables. Ye may ſee this Center” 


of Scripture in Plal. 4. 4. & 1 Joha 2. 1, It is only two ſkort words 
but I am afraid it is more then many of yz here Preſent will Pra- 
ice, itis SIN NOT, $I N NOT, © For all Scripture, which 
ahgnifies VVriting, from the beginning of Geneſsr to the End of the 
Revelations, 15 but an Orderly Declaration atl along VVritten to the 
Inhabitants of the'Earth, that they Stn not. 
Indeed tnere 1s one Greater and Higher center, under which is 
Comprehended and Included, and that is but in two Words allo ; 
But if. takes in and hath the other conſequent unto and under it. 
That is SERVE GOD, SERVE GOD. This is the firſt 
aud Great Commandment, or center of Scripture SERVE GOD. 
For the other is neceflarily conſequent and attendant to it. Serve 
God and Sin not,is the Law and ths Prophets,the Goſpel.and the A- 
poltles. It is the Alphz and Omega, the Beginning and End,and Mid- 
dle and every Part of theBible and Book of the Lord ; for every Sen- 
tence, Word and Syllable,Letter,Forz ; Yea the very Points and Stops, 
have every one of them a Relation and Tendency to this Great cen- 
ter, or Middle Point of the Compaſs and Circui:y of many Words 
(Serve God and Sin not) asall the Rivers do ariſe out and Run apain 
tothe ſame Sea. Te that Love tbe Lord, kat: Evil. Pal. g7. 10 
It is pznned by way of Precept and Commandment, but it might 
have 'been delivered by way of Affirmation, They that Love the 
Lord, muſt neceflarily Hate Evit: There being ſuch an Inchmpa- 
tible Oppolitene(s and contrariety in his Holineſs to the other. For 
they can no more ftand' with, or ſuffer one another $hen Light and 
Darkneſs. So its here, he that doth indeed and really Serve God, 
muſt Sin not, or he muſt abſtain from Sin. Herein is the Scripture 
fulfilled, Whoſo-ver is Born of God doth yot commit Sin; for bit Serd 
Renaintth in kim; and be cannot Sin, Becauſe be is Born of God. 
1 John 3. 9. As long as the Seed of God is ſenſible in and Prevyails 
1n any one, he cannot commit Sin, but when any one falls ints Sin, 
It is not that which is of God in him that doth fall into Sin, but it 1s 
ſomewhat of the Devil, the World, or the Fleſh, or of his own 
Corrupt Nature. Now becauſe that every one of us here in che 
Body are ſome FleſF and not all Spirit, thence it cometh to pais that 
the Jult and Beft of Men do fall ſometimes and riſe again, and recy- 
ver out of them. But even thoſe leffer Sins and Faults, which they 
are Bow aad then ovextaken with,are as ſo many Glogs and Wag 
whic 


wa” | _ 
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, which hinder and retard them in ruaning the VVay of Gods Com- 


mandments and the Race tha isſet before them. Bach leaſt Act of 
Sin or Tendencies to it,do Clip and Preſs down the Soul in its liftings 
up towards t:1e God above, the Father of Spirits. Confurmable to 
that Advice of Paul aforementioned to Husband and VVife, Peter 
writeth unto them'allo, Likewiſe ye Husbands dwell with them accord- 


| ing 10 Knowledge,giving Honour unto the Wife as the Weaker Yefſel, and 
as being Heirs together of the Grace of Life, that your Prayers be n38 


Eindred. For the lake of this laſt only do I quote all the other, that 
your Prayers be not hindred. For Paxtdid Adviſe them after the 
aforeſaid matriner that their Prayers might be furthered. So T 
woul;t Recommend unto'ye a mate General Ufe, Obſervation and 
Dire&ioa, how to Behavg and Comport your [elves that your Pray- 
ers be not hindred ; but rather that your Prayers, and Alms, and 
Faſting, which ſhould be all joyned together, may come in fora me- 


"morial befote God, and be accepted by him. The only'way and 
"means for that and the End of all my Preaching amongſt ye, «is that 


ye. Sin not, For though the Apoſtle ſaith, If any Man Sin, wee bave 
&n Advocate with the Father, cuen Feſas Chrift rhe Righteonws. VVhich 
is fitly put in, for if he were net Righteous he would be no” more 
Proper to be an Advecate with the” Father, then fer a Man that is 
a Sinner to offer up Prayers unto God.” But it weat any time fall 
under the |pot of Gods Children, into z ſecret Fanlt, or a ſecret Sin, 
we (cnſibly find that our Prayers are hiadred by it. I have known 


,by my ſelf in the time of my Unregenerate Condition, that preſently 
.after my Commiſſion of a Great Sin, I could no more Pray unto'God 
.for the time then a Stone can of irs (elf, without any ones Moving it, 
\ fly upwards. For like asa Nummedne(s doth ſomecimes fall upon 


the outward.joyuts, ſo I ſenfibly and experimentally fonnd, that like 
Nabal my Heart died within mo aud became as « Stone. It was'as it 
were for that ſeaſon dead, lumpiſh and heavy towards God. © And 
ſo it is of thoſe other inhrmities and that 'Sin, which doth ſo eafily 
beſet us, Jt doth render us unapt, and indiſpoſe us towards God and 


Good Things : This ſame is Senfible and Perceivable within our 


Hearts and Conſciences, So'that if we would not have our Prayets 
kiadred, we muſt hearken anto and keep in Mind and Comply-with 
the Exhottaticg which ſpeaketh on this wiſe, Lay aſide every Weiobt 
and the Sin that doth ſo eaſily beſet us. Stand in Aw and Sin met. 
Then it isthat God doth accept of the Worſhipper, when he is 


$anCtified in the Worſhipper according to Ezeb. 20. 41. 1 willac- 
cept you, 4nd 1 will be SanJified in you before the Heathes, When it . 


is Written upon the Bells of the Horſet, and fo upon every Aﬀtion'or 
our Lives, Great or Smal}, In whatever we take in H:nd, Holinels 
unto the Lord. To this Give all the Prophets Witneſs agit all the 
Holy Mea Moved by the Holy Ghoſt, who ſerved the Lord in their 
Generation, 
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Generation, in whom he was well Pleaſed, and they were accepted 
with lim. And (0 i; was the vety fame which God himſelf ſpake 
uato Can ( who oftered as mach Sacrifice in Quailtity 2s his Erother 
did ) If thou doft well, ſhale thou #1.1 be. accepted ? ( Mark thac ) and if 
thou doſt not well, Sin licth at the Door, Gen, 4+ 7. And whereas 
it is before ſaid, Aud the Lord bad reſpe# unto Abel 4nd to bls offering; 
But to Cain 81d bis offzring be bd not r:ſp:4 ; This was a Signtficati. 
en and declaration of his Mind and Pleaſure, as to all. the Future 


Worlhippers of all the ſeveral Generations and Countreys of the 


Facth, down unto this day,:and from heacctorth unto the End of 
Time. Some Worthippers che Lord will have KeſpeR unto and ac- 
.cept oft, and «ther Worlbippers the Lord will avt have ReſpeR un- 
£0 nor Fet.aceept oit. - Even accordiag as thicy do VVell or Evil, 2s 
chey Stand in aw and Sit nat, f@ he accepts of then, andes they Sin, 
{9 he accepts them not. Acotdiog as they Worſhip bim in Spirit and ts 
Truth, or as they Worſhip him = according to Form, or their own 
Imaginations and lnFenciqns. This.is the Suin of the Things we have 
been ipeaking off; and the Goncluſion of the whole tatter; where- 
of 1 weuld have ye allto be admonithed, and.catry away With you 
in your-Heads this Important Truth unto your own Homes : Thar 
Ye a Aqarry and Prove your ſelves ſeyerally, whether your 
_ V'Voritup agd Relig10n trom your Youth up, hath been ahd is fach as 
God millaccept oft. Fife f yy flor th 4 
Saith - Paul, 'My manner of Life from my Touth woas after the 
Strainefs Sebi of our Religion, 11ivtd « Phariſce. Aits 26.4, 5. VVho 
was mighty Precise and Exadt in outward things, and very Diligent 
#2d-Conſtant in the oblervance thereof, Yet (aid a Greater then 


Pal, Except your Righteouſacſs ſhall Exceed the Righteouſneſs of |, 


the Scribes 8nd Phariſces, . je jb41 in no caſe enter into the K ingdom of 
Heeyen And if Paul had not went further,even to have believed and 
known; and obeyed the Truth as it is it Jeſus, he tad not been fared. 
However ixkiome it is to ſame to hear of as much it is certainly tras 
as the (ame will be teen and fourd at the laft Day. Many Men 
end V Vouca will be damued for all their Religion. Thoſe who 
have faid Lord, Lord, Mats 7+ 2. thronghout their Paſt Life; who 
have made many Prayers. lia. 1* 15. Who have Eaten and drainks 
ia thy Prefence, Luke 13. 26-) Who have been conitagt Communi- 
canta at the Lords Supper, and have obſerved all the other Ordi- 
nances and Pofitive Duties ; who have lived in the moft straitelt 
se& of our Religioo, however that be now called or outwardly na- 
med. If it ſhould be asked which is the Straitefi Set now among 
uw? Is it a Presbyterian, Anabaptift, Independent, Quaker? 1 


canadt Readily tell, But this I believe that God. hath his People a- 
moagk all of them. It is reckoned Invidious apd ill Reſented butto , 


rame them by their Diltioguilking Names, Bur 1 do ſo to ſhew thas 
the 


Land 
| 
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the only lifting and ranking themſelves among (t the moſtgodly party 
or Religious. People, or going to the Aſſemblies of the molt tiraitefi 
Sett of the Chriſtian Religion'(+c is rwo Superlatives Joyne« toge- 
ther, which ſignifies the utmoſt preciſenels and exattnels) all this 
Will not bring .to Liſe Eternal, unleſs there be a cealing to Sin, and 


a doing the Will of God in all things; for the Name or P; ofethivn 
ay will not fave any one wharever. 
his Dottrine, here all along infiſted upon, may be apt to raiſe 


j Doubts and Thoughts in the Minds of People. Some Carnal Hearis 


may Imagine (in Fob's' Phraſe) to Reftraia Prayer before God ; 
becauſe they may Pray, and Pray, and never the near. Suchare 
7 a ſay, It is almoſt as good never to'be Religious, or to ſerve 
at all, if a Man may do mach therein, and yet Miſcarry for all ; 
or receive no good thereby; But this laft is falſe, for God did Re- 
ward the Temporary Numiliation of 4b4b, and ſo he doth make up 
unto People, every leaft good thing they do inofder to him. It 
is no Argument againſt taking Ph in 4 deſperate and dangerous 
ceaſe, becaiiſe that all who take it do,not Recover thereof. » It is 
certain, That the Nation nnd K ingdom that will nov ſerve thee ſhall ye- 
viſd, 1, 60. 12. which is true, as to evefy particular Mah and Wo- 
| man,without ſerving God and minding of Religionthey will be cer- 
tainaly Conderaned aways. And here again,ifthey Ub ſerve God 
ang mind Religion, but they do it not enoughtothe ſaving of their 
Soul, that is their own Fault, and Negligence, and Evil Deſerving, 
agaiaſt which the Scripture, and the Word Preache@(ifthey would” 
come nnto, and attend wpon-it) dath Warn and Caution them over 
and over. So much to the Ignorant and Ungodly multitude : Buc 


' F now a word to Chriſtians and the Real Servants of God. 


Becauſe we are aot to make the Heart of the Righteous Sad, whom 
the Lord bath not made Sad, Ezck. 13. 22. And ye ate required to 
Pray ia Faith, and to Believe that God: will hear ye in all things 
Iwhieh ye ask accordipg to his Will, if ye do his Commandments 5 
md ye are to run your Chriſtian Race not 4 uncertdinly,''1 Core 
9-'26, Therefare ye are to know that as is written, This ſame 
Feſus which is raken- up from you" imto Heaven, ſball ſo come in like 
| faxner-as ye bave -bim go into Heavgn. And as. it is the bet 

Argument for ing Troubled, Aﬀitted and Deſpairing Cou- 
Kciences, that we have the ſame Scriptures affirming God's willing- 
neſs to pardon and forgive Repenting Sipners,”as. we have thes 
| de-dath any Indignation or Dilpleaſure againſt Sin; andthar- he 
will be Reconciled unto the World through Jeſus Chrift, all one 
a3 it is Revealed -that he will Puniſh the World*for their Evil, 


-4,and the V Vicked for their Iniquity, if they are Within the,Cove- 
| renant, Conditions and Terms-. So here-t is-in verilike maffnert;, 


That ſame Y'Vord Which ſpeaks ſo abundantly mnch.of Gods not 
C hearing 


(18) 


hearing Sinners, ſaith alſo, that there is a ſort of People whom 
God will hear,ever” bis Saints and Servants. All trne 1ſraelites are a 
People near untd him, Pale 148. 14- for what Nation 1s there ſo 
Great, who hath God {os nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in 
all things,we call upon bim for ? Deut. 4. 7. He is Stiled, O Thouths 
hear: Prayer, Plal. 65. 2. The Lord is nigh 10 all that Call upon bim 
(io you lay ſo? VVhy, here comes preſently the Limitation ) 
to all that call upon bin in Truth. #e will fulfill i be deſore of them 
that fear kim. - He alſe will bear their Cry and will ſave them, Pſal. 
145- 19. And ſo the Scripture ( the Revealed Mind of God ) doth 
in SocQtry Places and in Divers Maaners atfirm as mach ro'this pur- 
pole, as it did on the other fide, That God beareth not Sinners : But 
if any Mer be & Worſhipp-r of God, and doth bis Will, bim bt beaverh, 
"That by this Immutable 'Word, wherein it is impothble for God to' 
Lie, we might have ftrong Conſolation who:hbave fled for Refuge 
to-lay hold on the Hope ſet before us. We have the greateſt En- 
couragement that poſhbly can be to Pray always and not to Faint 
or Doubt in our Minds. 'That Men every where lift ap Holy 
Hands witbont Wrath or Doubting: Theſe things bave 1 wr itten nn-" 
to y0u thes believe on the Name of the San of God, that ye may know 
(this is a word of aſſurance and inſurance) tha ye' beve Eternal Lif 
(even whil ye' are in this ſhort and dying Life here inthe 


Y 
but whea this is ended, Eternal Life ſhall fucceed' and' be”gri $1 
thereon) And that ye may believe onthe. Sou of God : Anil this i3"the* 


Confidence (Obſerve this moſt Comfortable and Encouraging Ex- 
preflign) that we have in bim, that if we ach, any thing according t0 
bis Will, be hearcth us, x John 54.13; 14- This is the very ſathe'in 


Words and Meaning with the latter part of onr'Text, If 4 Man be #* 


Worſbipper of God, and doth bis Will, bimhe beareth. : 


——  — 


SERMON IL 


TY Hen came the Word of the Lord of Hoſts wato me; ſaying; Sptak, 
T wnto 41 th* People of the Land, & 10 the Pricfts, ors Whew 
Je Fafted and Mourned in the Fifth and Seventh Month, tven thoſe Se- 
venty Tears, did Je ©1 411 Faft unto me, 'rven'to me? Zech.: 4, © 1n 
lige manner it might be proper to admon'ſh and put this fame Que- 
ftion ſeriouſly and throughly to all the Preachers'of England, to 
the- Eiſhops, and Prietts, and to the Preachers in the ſeveral "Con- 
Kregations throughout this Ifland, when ye Faſted and Mournedin 


the Fifth and Seventh Mcrth (th's of Auguſt g, 1693. is the Falt” 


of the Sixth Moath) even theſe Four or Five Years, Did ye -4t 4 
F 
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il, 


'unleis it be on the 
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Fal unto me, even to me. One hath Teſtified and Publiſhed nat © 
them,” Thic it would be” better and more pleaftog unto the Lerd, if 
they did not Dif.continue their Faſting, but did obſerve it in the 
VViater Seaſon conſtantly every Month thereof, as well as jn the 
Sumniet half Year ; for they ſhould not grudge; nor think aay ti oc 
too much to wait ol, ahd*\-ek the Lord, if peradveature hz may be 


Found and intreared,” ' As he that is Spiritual, Judgeth all things (6 


ſuch ef ye as are his Saints and Servants may Judge, Conceive and 
Approve which would be moſt Excellent and Availeable; And cach 
Man as he is Perſwadedq"and Diftated in his own Mind may alſo 


inthe VVinter time ſet afide and Regard & Day unto the Lord, to 


Falt and Mourn for his. own and the Sins of this Nation in General, 


althongh he is not outwardly obliged to the ſame by the Precepr 


of Men. _It ſeems by Zeth. 7. 3. As if each Perſon did do it pri- 
yately avd ſeparately of his own accord, as appears from this mati- 


..yer of Speech, Should T weep inthe Fifth Mamb, ſeparating my ſelf 


&s I have done theſe ſo many Years. And as we are order our own 
Life aud Converſation as near as ever we can tothe Scripture Rule 
T have. been direfted fronv what 1 read in this Chapter of Fafting 


.and Mourning in the Fifth and Seventh Month theſe Seventy Years. 
It hath beeti my Cuſtons and Manner for my own part to obſerye 


every Month (which 1s commonly on the firft day of the Monch, 
ds Davy, to Pray for the Lords Blefting on 
me all the Days following of that ſame Month, if 1 (hould Live fo 
long) a Day of Fafting'and Humiliation. That in affli&ing my 
Redy in. abRaining from my neceflary Foed, 1 may be the more 
diſpoſed to Mourn for my Sins, as one that Mourneth and is io Bit- 
ternefs 'for his Firſt Born, This habh been my continued Prattice 
for near theſe Seven Years laſt paſt, and by the Grace and Aﬀhftance 
of Almighty God, according as be ſhall preſerve my Life, Health 
and Stretigch, 1 do purpoſe todo the ſame during all the remaining 


" Days of my Pilgrimage, whether it ſhould reach toSeventy Years, 
' br whether the God (in whoſe hand my Breath is) ſhould cut me off 


before'\a the midft of my Days, of in any other time of Life. Many 
of thoſe Fews were beloved of God for the Fathers ſake, as alſo he 
had his choice and ele& Servants among them ; for in that day, and 
according to the time that then was, they Worſhipped God accord- 
ing to his Will. and ſo we underftand from this place that they 
were in no wiſe blamed or found fault with, but God ſeems rather 
to commen1 and be well pleaſed with their Weeping, Faſting and 


. Mourning, and ſeparating themſelves as they did for fo many, cven 


Sevefity Years. God doth only Caution them and dire them how 
to terminate their Weeping, Faſting and Mourning, When a thing 
1s propoſed by way of Que ttion, It is to engage yet more the Atren- 
tion of the Hearer, When y: Fefted and Mcurned in the Fifth an1 
E 2 Sev:nth 
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Seventh Month, even thoſe Seventy Tears, did ye &t all Faft to me, even 
10 mg ? Was it to be eaſed and rid of that Bondage and Captivity 
ye were under, and-wyuld ye have done.it to God if it was not for 
that ? Why then t#d ye nor the like, 45 be afterwards Spedhs, Should je 
wit bear the Words which the' Lord Cried by the former Prophets, when 
Jeruſalenz was /ababited #1d in Profperity,. Verſe 7- That Worlbip 
and Service of the Lord is moſt liked by him ; as allo it is Ingennous 
and Grateful in the Reaſonable Creature tv render it when he is molt 
in Health and Proſperity ; as alla (o-perform that part of W 

(as Faſting is) which is Ickſome and Unconth to our Nature, as 

as well as what is ſmooth and caly. . It may be, the Latds who had 
them in Captivity, held them ftriftly to Labour and Toil, and there 
might be ſuch a mind in ſome of them as Pheroab Objefted to their 
Fore-fathers the Jſraelites, Te are idle, therefore they Cry, ſaying, Let 
us go and Sacrifice unto our God. And {o ſome of theſe right be wile 
lng to get a Day in a Moath forthe pretence of Religion which ei- 


ther they would conſume .part of it in Jdleneſs 3; or however” 


it would be leſs .weariſome than. that hard Bondage, Captivity 
and Labour they ſhould be otherwile in... Whatever it. was, God 
ſaw ſomewhat in the Hearts of that People.-which was a by End. 
- ASappears by his Examining them ſo very ftriftly, and doubling his 
Quettion over and over, Did ye at.all Falt to me, even.to me? Nay, 
that By-end whatever it was, was not only a little mixture and in- 
gredicat, but it was; the Principal and mide up almoſt the whole, 
Did ye « all Faſt to me ? . 

Now Whatſocver things were written aforetime weve written for our 
Learning 4ad Admonition pon whom rhe Ends of the World are come. 


So this Great and Remarkable Place of Zechariah ſtands written for ., 


the Learning and Admorſition of this Generation and Nation (yea 
of this preſeat Aſſembly) that they ſhould have no By-ends in the 
Worlhip and-Service of God. - Which Ry-ends ſhould not ſo much 
as make up the leaſt Mixture or Ingredient, muck leſsthe Princi- 
pal, or almoſt the whole Compeund.. _ For God is. a Jealous God, 
and he ſees eyery leaft corner or crany (if 1 may (0 Sn it) of 
our Hearts, | By thoſe words of Weeping, Separating ones ſelf, Faſting 
and Mourzixg, is a expreſs and plain Reproof of all Merry-making, 
Company-keeping, or finding ones Pleaſuge on this Day as in 
Drunkennels, Play or Idlenels. | And yet how common @- thing is 
this amongſt Apprentices and Servants, and maay other People 11 
Cirv and Country throughout this Nation ? Who turn a Day of Falt- 
ing iato a Day of Loytering, and a Day, which ſhould be for Weep- 


ing and Mourning, into. Day of outward Mirth and Paftime. My Þ. 


Brethren theſe things ought not ſo to be. | 
If thoſe Jews in Zech. 7. Did-not otherwiſe ſpoil it by ſame $i 
pifter and 


of 
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of Sacrifice ) they were ſo far in the Right Obſervance of it,-as is 
there exprefied by weeping, Separating ones ſelf, Faſting «nd Mour- 
ning, for ſo the Lord himſelf deſcribes the true Nature of a Fait by 
his Prophet Foc]; Therefore alſo now ſaith the Lard, Turn ye even 0 
we ( thisanſwers exaftly to that Place in Zechariah Did ye «t all Faf# 
to me, even to me? ) from whence and innumerable other Places, we 
ſee that all Scripture is of a Piece, and one Place: anſwereth to ano- 


' ther, as in Water Face anſwereth to Face) With «Z your Heart, and 


with Faſting, and with Weeping and with Mourning. And rent your 
Heart and not your Garments, and turn wnte the Lord your God, Joel 2. 
2, 13+, It is worth while to Read verſe 1- , 144 15-1 6, 17, as they 
are in the Rible. Thoſe Jews we read of in Zechariah, were "again 
in the Right for obſerving a Faft ſo many Years, even thoſe leventy 


_ Years they were in Captivity For though indeed it is true accor- 


ding to' what was before obſerved, that the Worſhip and Ser- 
vice of God is moſt Ingenious in Proſperity, yet therefore it ſhauld 
not be cait off and negleRed in Adverfity, in ao wiſe. God forbid. 
For he ought to be ſerved Diligently with all our Strength, and all 
that is withia us, both in. Proſperity aud Adverfity, even at all 
Times, Yea rather ſo mych the more when we. are in Affliction 
and Adverfity. - for ' the ſame Spirit, which ſpake by the Apoſtle 
James, diredts ns alſo,' is axy Afited i let him" Prey. As allo 


. we ſenſibly find that we have a Natural Prompting to this ;- for up» 


on any Great Trouble or Evil befalling us3z or wheu it is without 
Viſible Remedy or Redreſs out of it. We preſently cry out and lay, 
the Lord help us ; which is the Language of Nacure it ſelf, as ap- 
pears by Wicked and Uagodly People, as alſo ſometimes it proceeds 
from Grace and the. Knowledge of God, - But here God is the God 


. of Nature, and both Natural and Revealed Religion alſo Conſpire 
- 30 ane, that in Adyerfity we ſhould draw yet nearer and Pray more 


carneftlyunto Ged. And as it is written, lu aff their Affliton be 
was Aflited and the Angel of bis Preſence ſ#ved them. . $0 in all the 
ition which God layes upan us, er ſuffers Satan to inflit on us, 


k we ſhould AMi& our ſelves. Like as a Sore is Launced and mage 
. Wider ad Deeper for the Time in order to @ Cure... So that for a 


Man fo Faſt and ſet aſide a Day for to AMitt bis Soul, is very con- 
gruons, Proper and;Scaſoriable, Thring this to. ſhew that as the 
Fews did obſerve a Monthly Faſt for ſeventy Years. Becauſe they 


- were in Captivity : Sa there is the very ſame ang alike Reaſon that 
Thou and 7, and every one of ws ſhould keep a Monthly Faſt all the 


Days of our Life, Becauſe we are jn Captivity alſo. ' How wilt thou 


_make that out, for perhaps upon. my ?fficming this unte ye, ye 


will be ready to anſwer, We be Abrahams Seed, and were never in 
Bondage to any Mau, how fayeft thou then ? All we are in Captivity. 
Though thy ſelf wha, writes this haſt been in Priſon five Times, (as 

; indeed 


Ca2F ) 
indeed 1 have ; three times in the dwelling Houſes of People; for 
they had made that 'a Prifon according to Jer. 37. 15. aid-once in 
a Common Priſon, and another tims in a Conimon Houle cf Bot- 
dage and Captivity ) ſo that thou baſt been in Captivity. urito Men; 

et God bethanked we never were in Priſon in our Lives; and1 
thank God 1 have been there + for we ſhould in every thing-give 
thanks, But then further, though the Generality of the World arejn 
the Slayery of Sin and in the Bondage of Corruptian, yet we the 
Saints and Servaiits of God are not ſo; and how ſayelt thou then we 


ate all inf Captiviry? * Well for all T will make my words Good. I 


anſwer, Jt is well for thoſe of ye that have Recovered and Got out 
of the Slavery, Dominion, Reigning and Secvice of Sin, that the 
obetience tothe Golpel hath wrought and accompliſhed deliverice 20 
* the Cap. tues. © In the name of God ſee well to it, that ye keep your 
ſeiv2$ out of that Captivity and Thraldom. But is there not a Bon- 
dage of CvrfuPtion Rillin ye ( ſec Rom. $. 21.) from whence the 
Creature ic ſelf ſhall be at laſXdelivered into the Glorious Liberty of 
the Sons of Gad. Though as yet-it is not clearly, Perfoftly abd 
Urterly d4ivered out of it, nor will be as Jorg as ye carry, Fleſh 
"and BIdd about” ye. And we are all even the whole Creation 
( though ſome are more and ſome tefs ) in Captivity under this Bon- 
dige of Corruption. "Bat chen in verſe 23. Mention is made of the 
Redemption of che Pody. which is a Phraſe exaQly alluding £0 the 
Redemption of Capfives: So that as long a; we are in the Body, we 
are in Captivity, Being tyed and manacled there by Chains and 
Fetters of Fleſh, © And'we are as much jn Priſon in the Body as ever 
Poor Creature was, that was cubbedand iocked up in a clole Recom, 


Dark Hole;or Chained tos Place, © Somewhat hereof was ſignified \ 


by that Prayet of Dayid when he was in the Cave, Bring my Soul 
out of Prifon that T may Praiſe thy nane. Pſal. 142. 7, A Man 
fo itiſpired and knowing of the things of God, as he was, Underftood 
thosmuch, that one may Praile the natne of God almoſt the ſame in 
«x Cave as out of it, but he did apprehend yet higher and furcher '2s 
the other Saints and Seryanits of God do, that they ſhall better Praiſe 
him when they are'ont of the Body in the Higheſt Heavens, then 
ever they could do inthe Priſen of the Body on this Earth, In Truth 
we carcy our Priſon Honſes and Priſon about us, I'mean the Body. 
But there is yet a little more of this Gignified in Pal. 137. 
throuzhgut; which 1 ſuppoſe was penned in that ſeventy Years of 
their Captivity. We read what an bankering and longing after Fe- 
ruſalem and Sion thole Poor Jewiſh Captives had. They always Re- 
membred it and could not forget it. Yes, we wept when we Kemem- 
bred Sicn. 1could almoſt weep my ſelf, .but my Bowels do Yearn 


when Ithink throoghly thereof, or mention this ſame Story. | Eut.} 


this very Pſalm'doth carry all along mot excellent Inftruftion with 
it, 


_———_ 
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it. People that Read only the outward Leffer gannot fee any. In- 
{truftion in it. But I will ſhew ye briefly how theWerd of Laltru- 
Aion doth ariſe. For the Holy Ghoft by leaviagthis little Hiftory 
on Record, doth teach and figaifie as much t6 us, vic. Fhet Pax 
ſaith, Whilf we are at home in the Body, we are abſens from #he Lord.) 
Ic was juft now ſaid, that we are all in Captivity here ia the Body. 
And to follow the Paralcel a little further, fur the Scripture makes it 
out iu ſundry other Places, weare juſt or very near the lame 'in- 
Captivity here inthe Body, as to Heavea our Native Country ,. for 


+ Þ our Souls were Born or Created therein and came down from thence 


into this Body ; as thole Fews at Babylon were in Captivity from Fe- 
ruſglem or Sion the Land of their Nativity. We arc as much or ra- 
ther more diſtant from Heaven, our Native Country, thea they 
*cte diſtant at Babylon from Fudea their Natirxe Country. The 
Poet could lay, Neſcio que nitale Solum dulcedine cundos, Ducit ($ - 
Immemeres nox ſinit eſſe ſui» The Poor Blacks or Negroes that are - 
brought by forge out, of their Native Conntry, .,will Pine away for 
Grief, and Die or Famiſh themſelves out of a fond. belicf and Per- 


ſuafion, that then they ſhall go to their Native Country again. But 


whatever [weetne(, attraflivenes which canvot be forgotten; if 7 


' forget thee, 0 Jeruſalem, let my right band forges her cunning. - If 1 


46 not Remenmber thee, Iet my Tongue clexve to the Roof of my Mouth, 
All theſe kinds of AﬀeFtions are Implantedia them. by the God of all 
Creatures of the Earth; and alſothey have a fignificancy,and mean- 
ing and tendency te ſomewhat... From whence note by the. way 
that we ſhould give hecd to the Warkings and ny am. of Nature 


withia us. For if it is not Siaful or Carrups but Pacely Natur 

that Deſirs unto, and Remembrance of our Native'Country jr; ha 
is ſomewhat of God in this. ' $0-it is here, Heaven is our Native 
Country ;_ and there (hould be the like Sweetneſs,attraftiveneſs,ce-: 
ver forgetfulneſs, but continual Remembrance of it,as ever the moſt 
fond Perſon had to the Land of his Nativity, or as any of the Fews 
m Captivity had towards Feruſalem or Sion. Yea, we wept when 
we*Rem*mbred Sion. And ſo truely we have Reaſon to weep when 
we Remember azd-Confider, what an happy Conditioa our felves 
and all Mankind® had been in if Adam hail not Sinned, and if -he 
had not done that Thing as to be thruſt aut. of the Garden of Eden. 
Aad lo, it wasthe Sin of the Fews which Gad had foretald and fore. 
warnedthem often and enough off by his Servanss and. Prophets- 
which Sins brought them” intg. Captivity. People can Moura for 
Sit when they cume to ſmart under the Paniſhment thereof. Or 
rather they dothen more Mourn for the Puniſhment; then for the 
Sin it (elf. And yet alas ? They donotat firit avoid.that Sin, which 


' was the foregoing Cauſe or Occaſion of that ame Puniſhment. $9 


i6was with tlie Fews, whea their own Sio, Iniquity and [ranigreb- 
lioa 


( 24 ) 
from had brought this. Captivicy upon them; aud ſo it hath been 
aad at this. day is - with the People of the ſeveral Generations and 
Countries in reference to the Temporal, but much more it will be 
ſo 2s £0 the Fiiture and Eternal Puniſhments of God, which will be 
inflicted va them for that Courſe of Sin and Irauſgretſion they have 
committed” here on this farth. 'When they come to ſuffer for the 


Pain, bur not for the Sin, which is the greateft and only Evil; yea, 
worle thatithe Puniſhment it ſelf. Thy Prophets beve feen vain and 
foolifo things for thee, and they beve not diſcovered thine Iniquity to tus 
away thy Captivity ; but beve ſcen for thee falſe Burthens and Cauſes of 
Baziſoment, Lam. 2414. As this was one Miſcarriage of theFews, and 
a leading Cauſe which brought them 1nto the Seventy Years Capti- 
vity-' So the very ſame will be the Lamentation at the laſt Day, Thy 
hopi'or Orerſcers, thy Preachers and Teachers in the ſeveral 
regations of the ſcreral Generations and Countries have ſeen 
Rx on ina meer outward Prefeſlion of Godlineſs, or to 
s ara a2 Courſe of Words, without Regarding and Obey- 
jngthe things ſignified thereby.. Aad they have not diſcovered thine 
aquity to turn away thy Captivity ; that is, 'the yery top reigning 
Sin of all was feft untouched : Or they were ſe blinded, Rom. 1 1. 
7:25 not te ſee and figd it out what it was. To ture awey thy C ap= 
tivity. They have not uſed their utmoſt Care and Diligence to turn 
away and prevent People from the worſt fort of Captivity, even 
that which Fude ſpeaks of, the being Keferved in Chains of Dark- 
neſs uno the the Grear Day; and to keep or warn 
ther ſufficiently from falling under that Threatning , which is 
now manifefted under the Goſpel, the Damnation of Hell, Alas? 
That is worſe than Captivity under the Turk, or under the moſt 
Cruel and Ungodly Men upon Earth, and this kind of Captivity 
will be further off and at greater diſtance from God and Hea- 
ven, than is this preſeat State of Captivity here in the Body and 
We Readin Pſal. 147. How the Fews behaved themſelves in their 
Captivity at Bebylon: Even ſo ſhould we demean and behave our 
ſelves in this Captivity on the Earth. It was before ſaid, How they 
ſat down; yea, They wept when ebey Remembred Zion, and amongft 
many other memorable and obſervable Paflages concerning it, the 
chief thing to be taken netice of, is, How they did not forget Jeru- 
ſalem. If 1 do not Remember #bee, let my Tongue cleave th the Roof 
of my Mouth, if 7 prefer not Jeruſalem above my Chief Foy. Even ſo 
i very lik=- manner for thele Seventy Years (for ſo is the Life of 
Man computed) We are in Captivity on this Earth, we ſhould ne- 
ver iorget, but always remember Feruſalem that is above ; yea, we 
Jboul4 
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ſame they wilt be -Grieved and Howl for the Inconvenience and 


T@oliſh things for thee; a5 that is one rain and fooliſh thing 
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' - which tend, further and help me- in- the way to Heaven: Or my 


+ whoſe Naine in the Hebrew Tongue is Ab4ddon, but in the Greek 
; Tongue hath his Name Hpollyon, Rev. g.11- which in our Engliſh 


' Rions do proceet! from” beneath ;* for they ſpring up from that, 


(.25 ) 
ſhould prefer this feruſalem above our Chief Foy; above all vhe 
Comforts and Refreſhments, and Lawful Delights of this Lite, All 
theſe indeed are [utable, and agreeable, and delireable by our Na- 
ture, but Heaven is above all. 

Said Feſus Chriff to his Diſciples, Notwithf ending in this Re 
jorce. not that the Spirits. are ſubjeF unto you + But rather Rejoyce be- 
eauſe your Names are Written in Heaven. <5 this hould be the only 
Meaiure and Standard of all vir Rejoycing, /f : 1prefer not . Jerula* 
lem '44ove ny Chief Foy. _ That is, 1 Rejoyce .moit at tho'e things 


Chief Joy is itt what gives me Afurance that my Name is Written 
in Heaven. : 

For this Cauſe, 1 declare freely; that as it.is Written, Rejozee 
us becauſe the Spirits are ſubje# unta. you ; and as another laiths 
Re joyte ' wit over thy greateſt Enemy being Dead, but Remember 1thas 
we-Dje al, So for my. part, I cannox, nor yet do- I Rej | 
Vittory over Enemies, either of one fide or the other, 10 
they, are our Fellow-Cfeatures,  Partakers of ,the fame, 
Blood, and are the Image and Workmanſhip of God as well 
ſelves, Arid I'cari no where find out of the Word of Life, of 
$criptures of Truth, how this Killiog and Slaying, either by Mil. 
titudes or Single Perſons, doth any thing help, tend, or Further tg 
the bringing towards Heaven, nor: yet doth it give Aalſurance that 
their Names are Written” in Heaven. But rather, Theſe Deſtru- 


Source and Fountain below, even the. Angel of 13be Bottomleſs Pit, 


Tongue ſignifies a Defroyer, and ſo.is the Marginal Reading there 5 
That is 10 ſay, A Deftroyer. But at the latt Day it ſhall be return- 
'4 upon: him, and ſaid, 0 rhou Knemy, Deffruftions arg come 10 4 
, rpetiual end, Plal. g. 5. But Jeſus Chrift doth difter from all the 
Py: and Rulers of the Earth, for be was no outward Fighter: 
And ſo wher he comes to Reign Univerſally over them at!, Wh:n sl? 
K ings ſhell fall down be fare bim, aud all Nation ſhall ſerve bim ; which 
is not yet fulfilled at this Day : Nq not {o much as in, Chrifendom 3 
for they do only-own his Name, but-cthey do net obey his Doctrine; 
But when he ſhall have put down all Kul:, and 47 Authority and Pow» 
er, 1 Cor. 15. 24. When God and Chrift ſhall be Zxalted «love 78 
that Day ; when theye ſDall one XK ing over all the Earth, and bis Name 
One, Then alſo ſhall be fulhlled and found true, n bis Days hal 
the Righteous Flouriſh, 4nd abundance of Peace ſo ling as the Monk 
endurerh. He ſhall ſpare th: Poor and Needy, «nd ſhall ſaves ihz 
Souls of tb: Needy, He | ſhall redeem their Soul from Decett and 
Vielzuce, and preciom ſball their Bload be i bis /<ght, Plats 72: 774 
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12, 14+ Precious [hal the Blood of bis People, be in bis faghte. __T his is 
cortrary unto; arid vaſtly different from the Shedding and Spillin 
Cf Bloud at ail Rates. In making known this unto ye, I do Freac 
Fs Chrif, and ſhew unto you what is th: Chrilt-like Nature ; 
wiiich is all Deye, and not Hawk, which is Holy, Harmleſs, 1h- 
ofcnfive, Meek'and Gentle as a Lamb, / 

” To retnrn again, We ſhould always bear in mind this thing,. Of” 
' preferring Jerulalem above my Chief Foy, even above our Meals and 
Feaſts, above our 'Wife 'or Children, Houſes, Riches, Goods,' or 
thoſe Delights of the Mind, as are had, by Learning and Ktnow- 
ledgz. Nay, whatever is Good, Pleaſant or Defirable in this 
World; yet fill and all along, Jeruſalem is 19 be preferred above 
my Chi:f Foy. AS Paul could, 3nd did ſay, Tees doubyleſs, 41d, 7 
count all rhivgs but leſs for the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chrift 
Fſus my Lord,” for m I have ſuffered 1he loſs of all things, aud 1 
do trunt them but Dung that 1 rag win Chriſt, $0 all things. here 
ate bur leſs avd drng; or but Earth, unleſs they be made and rurned, 
Sg Veſiels of the Sanftuary. T1 mean, pnleſs they are fo ma; 


J 


nage&7as to ſerve us in oor Miniftration, 'and forward us in the way. 
to Heaven, And fo all along we ate to give the Preeminence ini 
our Heats and Aﬀe&tions to the things that are abore, To prefer 
Jeruſalem «bove my Chief Foy. To be always mindful of, and en- 
deavouring after it, Remember this one goed Leflon of Inftruftion. 
In all things thou ſeeſt or putteft thine hand unto; or whatever. 


thou enjoyeſt, be ſure ro prefer Jernialem (that is, Heaven) above. 


thy Ghicf Foy. | . 
Eut here ye may be aptto ſay, Theſe are good and uſeful. Truths 
in their kind, But what are they to the Text ? Jf any Mas be 4. 
Worſhipp:r of God, and doth bis Will, bim be bearerh. They do in- 
deed belong to our Text, though it be ſoinewhat at a remoter 
diftance. For the drift of our faregoing Diſcourſe is on this wile, 
It hath been (ſhewed that we are in Captivity on this Earth, and kept, 
from Heaven ovr Home, all one as the Jews were in Captivity 
at Babylon, and they were kept from Feraſalem their Native Coun- 
try. There is the very {ame Reaſon why we ſhould, keep a Faſt 
once every Month during theſe Seventy Years of gur Captivity 
on this Earth (although the Precept of Men doth not enjoyn it.) 
al one as they kept a Monthly Faft during thoſe many Years, 
even Seventy Years, they were in Captivity at Babylon. But fut- 
ther it is Pertinent to the Text, for Faſtjpg is a part of the Wor- 
ſhip of God ; and it bath been here ſo ſtated aud ſhewedſout of his 
Revealed Word, which is his Revealed Will, that it may become a, 
Worlhip of God according to his VVill, or a Worſhipping of Ged 
agd doing his VVill, which is the very words of our Text. The 
principal End of Faſting, is to ſeck the Lord yet more Solemnly 
and 


| 


| 
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and" Pirneftly, if peradventure he may be found and entreated © 
and when t0this Fafting there. is annexed a VVorſhipping of God 
and doing his VVin.; or-the-way is ſhewed how we way Fatt 
accordiny, to his, VVill ; all this is a threefold Cord, if 1 may fo 
Expreſs it, to dr aw God-rieafer to us, and us nearer to Gad. We 


, Read inthe inſpired Writings of Bringing down Chrilt from above. 


If any Mas be « worſhipper of Gud, aud doth bis will, bim be 
bearerb. This-is a Pithy Saying; for herein is a great deal of 
matter comprehended in a very few words. It isa Scripture which 


is as mach to be obſerved and taken notice of as any other in the 


whole Bible; as indeed there is none in that Rook, but what ve- 
ry well deſerves- the Knowledge and Obſervation of Man, Fow 
the. end of 'all Religion and of. all the VVorflilp and Service of, 
God is for; his Glory and for our own Salvation, © Both which 
do depend meetly and only upon God's acceptance thereof, which 
is fignifixd by the Phraſe in our Text, #im be beareth. © For un- 
leſs God doth: hear, it is all as YYords ſpoken in the Air, 1 Cor. 
14+ 9+ and ſo it is of all the Religion and V Vorthip in the VVarld 
unleſs God doth accept thereof, What doth it tgnifie? Ifone ſhould 
go to his Pariſh Church all His days: Another goeth to ſuch a Con- 
gregation; called by ſuch a Name ; and a third Perſon gocz to ano- 
ther kind of Congregation, called by another Name, as there is 
hardly any City throughout this Nation, or but few great Conlide- 
rable Market Towns but hath four or Five ſorts of Worthip in it, 
diſtingaiſhed by ſo many ſeveral Names: I ſay of all, after People 
have been, Members or Frequenters of. ſuch a Way, if God ſhould 


$- not accept thereof at the laſt day, what would it avail, fignifte or 
, ftandthem'in ftead ? Truly nothing at all. 


Itmay be gathered and applied from Fobn 4. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 
That $#lvation is not Confined and Limited to one ſort only amongſt th: 
Reformed Kiligitn, For amongft them the difference is only iq leſ- 
ſer things, #nd not in the weightier matters of the Law. And God 
hath his Peopte, 1 mean, the Univerſally Good and Upright in each 
of them. : that be fincere and without Offence; will be ac- 
cepted in the Day. of Chriſt. Sizcerity ſignifies what is pure, with- 
out any mixture or by-ends, ſuch as are aforementioned.  Buc the 
fareft way for Gad to accept of our Worſhip, is to ſee well to it, 
that the ſame be Spiritaal and True. ' Spiritud]:- To this the ule of 
all Images and PiQures therein is as contrary as Darkuels is unto 
Light. As alſo ' Formal Worſhip is different from, and oppoſite 
unto Spiritual Worſhip. So likewiſe .outlide Worſhip is diteren: 
frem'Spititual Worſhip, for this is a thing within: © Spiritual VVor- 
ſhip is the-work of the Soal, but ourfids VVhrihip'is ol} the Pre- 
ſence of the Body, or the ſeveral Motions and Inclinations therevy, 
We are exprefly foretold, That Bodily Exerciſe Profizeth linile 3:46 
D 2 Gas 


(28) 
Fodlin:ſs is Profitable unto all things, - This Godlinefs is the Subſtan, 

tial Vital and Inward Part : The other is but the Husk or Shell, 

Our Worſhip muſt not be only Spiritual, but alſo it muſt be True, 

that is according to the YYord of Truth, which is the Scriptures, 

which Reje&ts all Idolatry, Superſtition, and Error , and Will- 

wort(hip, or by the Precep: of Mew, Ia. 29. 13+ wheroof again the 

* Scripturs isthealoue Rule and Touch-ſtone. The true Worſbippers 

ſhall YPorjbip the Fathgr in Spirit and in Truth; for the F ather ſeeketh 

ſuch ts Y/Yorſbip him. . And if he ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him, cer- 
tainly he is well pleaſed with, will accept of, and hear them. God 
is 4 Spirit, and they that worſhip bim muſ# warſbip bim tn Spirit and 
; # Trib, This great Scripture doth fall in and is the ſame ik fgni- 
fication with that of our Text. However it proves and con rms 
the Truth thereof. 1f any man be « worſhipper of 6 0d, and doth big 
will, bim be beareth. For to worſhip him ia Spirit andin Truth 1s 
a doing his will, or at leaft it is a worſkip according to his will, in 
as much as it is plainly Revealed, That !he ſecketh ſuch to worſhip 
him, Again there be two other expreſs places which confirm our 
Text, alnoft in yery words, but to the ſame Senſe. - Aud whasſo- 
ever we 45k, we receive of him, becauſe we &k:ep bis C emmandments, 
and do theſe things that ave pleaſeng in his ſight ; (which keeping of his 
Commandments and doing thoſe things that are pleaſing in hisfight, 
-is the very ſame with doing his will.) And bis is the Confidence that 
we baue in him, that if we as any thing according to bis will, be bear» 
ethus, It it is agreed on all hands, that Prayer here exprefled by 
the word, Aking, is in very deed the worſhip of God; and here js 


the Promiſe of God's hearing us, the very words of our Text, When | 
we 45k eny thing according to bis will; which is the very ſame with J 
worſhipping of him, and doing his will, or rather worſhipping of 


him according ro his will, But &now that the Lond bath ſes apart bim 
that is Godly for bimſelf : The Lord will bear when 1 call unto bim, 
Pſal. 4. 3. ſaid David, who did his will and pleaſure, as eyery God- 
ly Man doth; Fur to be Godly, doth import the God-like Nature 
co be wrought and formed in us ;-and this God-like Nature doth alt 
things well pleaſing in his ſight, or the things according to his will, 
or the will of God it ſelf. 

Thus having Proved, Confirmed and Eſtabliſhed qur Text by the 
Mouth of two or three Witnefles ; as indeed a very great deal of 
Scripture, yea, the Bent and Tendency of the whole doth illuſt- 
rate and demonſtrate rhe ſame. Proceed we now to ſpeak in few 
words, what is this doing the will of God. 

Here is a great deal in this- And as to this, ſay not in thine Heart 
mbo ſhall Aſcend into Heaven ? That is, to know what is the mind and 
will of God who Inhabits there. Why, Chrift who came down' 

ram Heaven from out of the Boſome of the Father, he hath made 
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known and declared unto Men what is the Will of God, as. yoo may 
Read abundantly thereof in the Goſpel... But what ſaith it further ? 
T he Word is nigh thee, even in thy Mouth and in they Heart, that is, the 
Word of Faith which we Preach. Which fame Word doth thew; ac- 
quaint and make known utito us, what is the will of the molt High 
God. When Jeſus Chrif taughc his Diſciplesto iray,he put in chat 


. Petition, Thy Will be done as itt Heaveri, ſo inFarth, Luke 11. 2+ 


It is thereby implied as if the Wili of God was not to done in Earth, 
as it is in Heaven ; for we Pray for things which are not, and ſo 


, would have them be, Indeed it is too true and evident, that ever 


Earth a great deal of Sin hath been committed, yea a courie of 1Sin 
and Tranſgreſhion hath gone on ( Feremiah ſaith, tbeir courſe is Evil ) 
VyYe Read of 4 walking according 10 the courſe of this World,according to 
tbe Prince of the Power of the Air, the Spirit that now worketh in the 
Children of Diſubedience. Eph. 2. 2. Wes Read allo of the Faſhion 
ef this World. For all that is in the World, the Luft of th: Fl:ſb, the 
Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life, is nos of the Father, but is of 
the World. And (o all here named is not the Will of God, nor yet 
according to the Will of God, but indeed congrary to the Will of 
God. As the ſame Fobs doth give us to Underſtand, that the Will 
of God is diſtinct, and another thing from them all according as we 
Read n the verſenext Immediatcly following, And the World paſſeth 
away and the Luſt thereof , but be that doeth the YY ill of G04, abideth 
for ever. Whereby is ſhewn forth that the doing the Will of God is 
a getting clear from the Luſt of the Fleſh, th- Luft of the Eyes and 
Pride of Life. That is not the Will of God, "which isnow cone on 
this Earth by the Multitage, -or by the chief and Rich Peoplethere- 
of; but that is the Will of God which ought to be done by all Peo- 
ple, and we are to Pray and Endeavour that it may be done by them; 
but as yet it is not done by them. I ſay again, this is not the Will of 
God, Which is Publickly done on this Earth. For it is a Stege of 
Sin and Confufion,and it is the Place where Satans Seat is;but,that is 
the Will of God -whicbh is according to. his Tevealed and written 
Word, The Mind, and VVilland Word of God is al] near the fame. 
But now hearken what the VVord of God faith fomewhat pertain- 
ing to this matter, 7 know thy YVorks, and where thou dwellef#; even 
where Satans ſeat is ; and thou boldefl faſt my name and haft nordenied my 
Faith: Even in thoſe Days, wherein Antipas was my F aitbful Martyr, 
who was Slein among you, -where Satan dwelleth.- Rev. 2. 13» This 
is the Condition of the People of God 0a this Earth, for they dwell 
| | among 


| ((:30) 
amony Sinners and the People of the VVorld where Satans Seat is; 
and yet amidſt them they are not infe&ed and defiled with their 
Carruption and Manners, +For the Servatits and Children of Gag 
Hold faft bis Name and do not deny his Faith; whereas the People 
bf the V Vorld and the Sinners de alſo, hold faft the Name of Gud 
mnd o* Ghrift ; for they will talk of them and ſay, Lord, Lord: But 
they deny his Faith, Not Purifying their own Hearts by Faith, nor yet 
dothemſelves live accordingly and comply with what a real Faith of 
the things ob God doth require, It wasthe more Retmarkable of 


the Servants and Children 'of God, that they ſhould bold faft his * \ 


Name and not deny his Faith, evea in thoſs days wherein Anripss 
ws 4 Faithful Martyr. For it is not altogether fo much to do it, 
when the Churches have Reft and there is no Perſecution at 
all: But here is the Faith and Patience of the Saints, when People 
do hazard _—— their lives for their Faiths fake. VVhen they 
{ec others before-them, Killed and Slain for the Sakg of the fante 
Faith, as Antipas here was, that js, on this Earth where Satan 
dwelleth. But it ſcems he had ſo much Power here as to efte@ it, 
for the Deril hath ſometimes Power to kill the VVitneſtes. That 
of Perſecution is the worſt ſort of Murdes, which certainly is not 
according to the VViil of God; but contrary unto his Commandment. 
Nevertheleſs ſometimes God is pleaſed to ſuffer it. For as he did 
ſuffer the manners of the /ſraeiites forty Years in the VVildernefs, 
ſoke fufftersall the Sin and V Vickedneſs that 'is dane in the VVortd. 
For wheress it is cammontly ſaid, that VVhatever is done here on the 
Karth is the VVill of God; for if it was notthe-VVillof God'it 
could not be done ; becauſe he giveth to every thing Liſe, Breath,and 


Power to do whaever it doth ; which he can take away or hinder , 
and then it cannot be done. All this is true 3 and yet God is nor the” 


Author, nor yet the Aor of any Sin'or Evil. For here ſome have 
Rightly put a difference (as it is a great Part of the Minifterial Of- 
fice 10-put 4 difference, or ſhew 4 difference Ezek. 22; 26.) between 
the twofold VVitl of God, A will of God in which ke is well pleaſed, 
and that is only in Ads of Good and Obedience that are done by his 
Creatures, The other is barely a will of Permiffion, whereby to 
Proveand Try them he luffers and lets them &o as they will. Ir is 
certain that where God gives a Command, Thox ſhalt not follow 4 
MHualtitude to #o Evil. Exod, 23. 2. Thereby it is ſuppoſed" that 
ſuch a thing is Poflible for a Multitude to do Evil; and again it too 
often happens inithis Corrapt V Vorld that the Multitude doth Evil. 
For ſaith the Trath itſelf who knew. all things, Broad is th: PFay 
«and Vide ts the Gate that leadeth to DefbruFion. And many ( that is, 
the Multitude ) there be" wbo go in thereat. © And again it-iscertain 
that when « Multizude da Evil, this is not the-doing the V Vill of God, 
that. V Vill ia which heis 'well pleaſed. For thox art of Purer =o 

then 
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' then to bebold Evil and-canft not looke on Ihipuity. Habs.” 1. 14. So a5 


to Approve and be Well pleaſed therewith, For Gad caanor be tempt. 
ed with Evil, neither tempteth be any Man; but every Man is tempted 
when be is drawn aw4dy.0f bis own Luf# and enticed. And fo in like 
manner it may be truly reaſoned, when any Man doth Sift - or Evil, 
then he isdrawn away of his own. Luſt, and he doth- his own will, 
and not the Wiltoſ God. For the Will of God ( like his Command- 
meat ) is Holy, jaft and Good ; and as long as any Man- doth*that 
Juſt and Good, Lawful and-Right, .he doth the Will 
of Ged. But if it be Unbvly, Uarighteous, Evil, Unlawful and” 
Wrong, there cither he doth his own or the will of Mea, yea, the 


| will of the Devil, LD4itle Children let no» Man Deceive you : © He thit 
| dath Righteouſneſs, is Righteous even 4s. be is Righteous. He that com- 


mzzreth Sim is of the Devil, -For the Devil Sinneth from the Beginning, 
Fog this Reaſon-in both parts of our Text, Sinning and Doing the ' 
the WilLof God is quite Qppbſite and contrary one to the other : 
Gol Heareth not Sinners, but if Oxy Man 'be 4 Worſhippes of God and 
doth bis Will bim berbeaveth, ins 

Nothing is a more certain Truth,that if the thing be Sin, Tniqui- 
ty or Tranſgreſhoo, itisnot the Will of God, And ſoall thoſe Pla- 
ces. mhich- were formerly alledged to Prove and Confirm that God 
bearcth not Sinners, do by Conſequence Prove and Confirm the Point 
in hand, That Sinners. do-not:the Will of God. 

If you.ask who theſe Sinners are-? It is anſwered, By theLaw and 

by.the:Goſpel is the Knowledge of Sin, and the doing any thing con- 
tracy, againſt, or different from theCommandment and Rule there« 


}F incontained, that is Sin, Fer Six is the Tranſgreflon of the Law. © An 
'F alo,they do. hereby give an implied Atteftation that if ſuch di&ths 


will of Gad he woald hear them. Becauſe your Inniquities beve Sepd- 
razed: between you, and your God, and your Sins bave bid bis F ace from 
you bat he will nat hear; *Tis Sin only which makes that vaſt chaſm 
andmide-difference between God and the Creature.Becaule we have 
Tranſgrefled and Rebelled, and thou hat not Pardoned , therefore 
it follows, Thou haft covered thy ſelf with & cloud that our Prayer ſhould 
not peſs through. Lam: 3-43, 44- 

The will of God: is perfeftly Conſonant and Agreeable to his 
VVard. . It ſpeaks exaaly according to the Law any the Teftimo- 
nys, ' And further we may know the will of God by the Spirit 
which he hath given us. And when be was demanded of the Phariſces 
when the K ingdom of God ſhould come. He anſwer:d thenand [1i1, the 
Kingdom of God cometh not by obſervation ; or «s it is in the Marginal 


Reading there, with outward ſhew. Neither ſhell they ſay, Lo here, or 
Le there ; for bebold the K ingdom of God is within you. 1 have all a- 


long much thought on this, when | have heard of a great hurly bur- 
| ly among the Natiogs; and there hath been an outward ſhew of a 
| Great 


(32 ) | 
Great appearance of a Multitude of Men, Horſes afid VVarriours j 
Verily 1 have coucluded, that there is little or nothing of Godor of 
Chriit 1a ail this ( however falſe Prophets, who were always for 
plealing the Rich and Mighty People have ſpoken otherwiſe and 
1 have grounded that my Perſuaſion upon theſe very words of Chrift 
himſelt, tbe Kingdom of God cometh not with outward ſbew, but the 
Kingdom of God ts within-you. And indeed if upon thoſe great and 
excraordiaary changes, which ſometimes haypen'in the World, 
there was a change allo inthe Hearts of Men ; If there was a putting 


away the Faſhions and Cuſtoms of the World { which the Spirit of 


God ſaith by, Feremiah are vain) If there was an Uviverlal Revolu- 
gion and Turning over in all People from the Highelt ro the Loweſt 
to Newaels of Life; 'if there wasa Reformation in Manners, then 
poſſibly ſome good thing might be expetted : But if it be only a Re- 
movalirom-/oat of one Sin into another, from Profavels into Hypo- 
criſy; If they proceed from Evil to Evil, and they (gow not mee faith 
tre Lord. Jer. y. 3: 1f inthe words of Paul,” Thou that abhor reft 1- 
dols, doſft thou commit Sacriledge > Rom. 2. 22. $0 it is, If ont of 
on abþhorrence of fuch an Idolatry, ſuperſtition and falſe Way, thou 
committeſt Robbery, Injuſtice, Opprefſion or any ether Sin or Evil; 
If out of a Zeal ( whitherit be Pretended -or Real ) for the more 
keeping of one Commandment they Break atid Tranſgreſs another, 
and it may be two or three, or more, truly no Great Good can come 
or ariſe out of all this, . .For God is not Glorified hereby, nor yet is 
it the doing bis Will. - Marke 1 beſeech ye, that I do not ſpeak this 
out of mine one head, but his VVord the'Scriptnre faith the ſame. 
He is the Rock,, bis Works are Perfef ; for - all bis YVays are Fullg- 


ment: AGod of Truth and without Iniquity, Fuft aud Right is be: \, 
Neut. 32. 4. The Lord is Righteous in all bit YYays, And Holy is 


all bis Y YVorks- Pal. 145+ 17. $0 that if either the thing be Un- 
righteous or Unholy, or. mixed with Jaiquity or falſhood, then it 
ceaſes to be the Work or Way of God. YYill ye ſpeak YFichedly 
for God and deceirfully for bim? Job. 13..-7. There is no need of 
it at all. There is no necefity for any Perſon whatever to Siri. But 
ſuch only is the manner of Fools, Sinners and Hypocrites to proceed 
from Evil to Evil. From one wrong extream to another. Who 
make Perpetual Shipwracks of Faith ard a Good Conſcience 'upos 
the Rocks or Sands of one Sin or another. Whereas here Godly dif- 
cretion and uprightneſs would keep on inthe Good middle Way be- 
tween thole dangers and extreams even by keeping on in the Way 
of the Commandments, aud by baving Reſp:& unto all Gods Statutes 
without turning aſide to the right hand or-fto the left according as 
the Scripture Rule an Direion herein is, The Yay Fs 


jt ic Uprighuneſs, Thou wt Upright doft weigh the Path of the juſt.. 
As | 


Ma. 29. 7» 
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As when the” Lord paſſed by, and a Great and ftrong Wind vent the 
Mountains and brake in Pieces the Rocks before the Lord, but the 1 ord 
was not in the Wind; and after the Wind an Eerth-quake, but the Lord 
was not in the Earth.quake ; and after the Earth-quaks 4 Fire”; bat the 
Lord was not in the Fire; and after the Fire a fti!! ſmal Voice, 1 Kings 
19. 11, 12. -In which it ſeemsthe Lord ſpake urtu Elijah. So it 
hath been and is at this very Day, God doth manitelt and wake 
known himſelf unto his Servants and Creatures, not in things which 
carry a great outward appearance, or which ſeem terrible or big, 
or in the ruſhing of Nations. But he doth make known himſelFand 
his will to each Man and Woman fingly and ſeverally, in the fi1] Uoice 
of his Word and Spirit ; and his Servant doth accordingly wait and 
conlult there, both from the Bible and alſo frgm the V Vord and Spi- 
rit within. I will bear what God the Loy I ſpeck, Pilal. $5. &. 
I will #and upon my Watch and ſet mz upon the Tower, and will watco:9 
Jee what he will ſay unto me, and what 1 ſhall Anſwer when 1 am reprov- 
ed. Hab. 2. 1. For God ſpeabeth once yes twice; yet man perc2iueto 
it not. Ina Dream im a Viſion of the Night, when deep ſleep falleth up 
on Men, In ſlumberings upon the Bed. Job :3 14, 15. And ſo he 
doth in our walkings up and down, whilft we are in our cloſet or re- 
tirement ; yea, oftentimes in the Place of his VVorſhip and heat- 
ing his word. For as while Peter yer ſpake thoſe Words the Holy G hoſt 
fell on all them that beard the Word. Acts 10. 44. $0 God doth uſu- 
ally now adays Bleſs his own Ordinance, and then manifeft himſelf 
otherwiſe to his People and Servants then he doth to the World. He 
makes known his Will unto his Children, by ſending his Spirit into 
their Hearts, and by putting filent thoughts of gogd into his Soul at 


, the very time whilſt they are hearing the word, whics a great 


Encouragement to People to come unto the Place of hearing. For 
the Hour is coming and will ſhortly be, wherein it ſhall be found 
that cach Manifeftation of God unto the Creature, the Law which 
proceeded out of his Mouth, and was conveyed into the Heart of the 
Creature, will be found better then Thouſands of Gold and Silver, 
Upon Faſting Days ( which one calls Soul Fatting Days } Gud 
doth then commonly more make known his VVill. 1 my ſelf upon 
thoſe Days have Received Dire&ion from God amidft doubts and 
difhculties ; I have Perceived a ſenſible Return and Anſwer to Pray- 
er, which hath been put up then ( Blefſed be his moſt Holy Name 
for it ) for as we Road concerning thoſe N22 arites of Old who were 
not to drink wine nor ftrong drink at all, Becauſe they were given up 
more'nearly to the Lord, and from what Fude ſpeaks, Theſe are jer- 
ſua]; not having the Spirit 3 VVe learn hence that to fit one the more 
for receiving, of the Spirit ( which teacheth and makes known the 
VVill of Ged ) we ſhould Faſt often, and alſo be exceeding Temne- 
rate and Sober at all Times. As when Jonathan 12:4 b:4 a drop of 


_ 
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H-n:y bis Eyes were Enlightened, Sol have ſeveral times obſerved 
asto my (elf, that when I have drank but a ſpoonſull or ftiagle 
draught of wine cr ſtrong drink, Immediately thereupon I have 
found the influences of God, and the ſence of Divine, Spiritual aud 
Heavenly things to be damped, choaked and ſtifled for the time 
wherenpon I conclude it is the will of and moſt pleaſing to the Lord 
that 1 ſhould drink little or no ſtrong drink or wine, which would 
he more Lawfull unco other Labouring Men, and 1 would willingly 
Obey this more and more. For God -would more manifeſt bimlelf 
and make known his will unto our Souls, and we (hould perceive 
more Communications and Influences frem him if theſe four things 
eſpecially did not. hinder. The three laſt are compredended under 
the firit, for they are Sins alſo. 1 Sin, 21ly ſenſuality or fuinels of 
Bread, ;ly Eat chly ognct, and the being cumbred about many 
things ; for as it is ſaid, when the Earth comes exattly between the 
Sun and the Moon, then there is an Eclipſe of the Muoa ; fo the Soul 
is Eclipſed, or Darkneſs and Obſcurity comes over the Soul, when 
this Earth doth interpoſe between God and our Minds, A fourth 
hindrance to the Receiving the things of the Spirit, is keeping too 
much Company, eſpecially with the People of the vVorld. They are 
of the World, therefore ſpeake they of the. World 3 and you had as 
gvod talk with a deaf Man, as talk with them about any thing elſe. 
Perkaps ſome of them may let fall a word about God in a general 
way, as of the Fear of God and keeping his Commandments ; which 
any one can talk off by rote. But they are rw yt to Heart and 
inward VVork; to (erious and through Godlineſs, to the Power and 
Life thereof ; "apd by their ſociety a Man doth rather receive dimi- 
nution al leflening of his own Zeal and Fervency, then any Benefit, 


- 


» Advantage or Furtherance in the ways of God; But by that Phraſe. 


we ſooften meet with in Scripture, of ſeparating from our Brethren 
and coming out from among them, as we Read in Havakkuk, of 
ſtaniing upn the Wat b Tower, and then. it is written Bl:ed # tbe 
Man whorn thou chooſeſt and cauſeſt to approach unto ther. . Plal. 65. 4 
And as we Read how that Moſes and Elijab were fourty days. in the 
Mount of God, and the other Prophets would ſometimes retire into 
the Wiiderneſs or by a River fide; and then it being written, Gom- 
mune with your own Heart upon your Bed and be fill, Selah. All thele 
are leſſons and Inftruftions to us, that we ſhould ſometimes retire 
from the World and the Company thereof'to get all alone, for then 
it is that we have moſt of God with us. And then it is, be bath ſhewe4 
us what be doth require of us. Micah. 6. 8. What 1s his. will and 
wit he would haveus todos - Lord, what wile thou have me 10 do? 
AAsg. 6 And itistobe taken for a certain Rule, that what God 


makes known and diſcovers ia the Heart and Conſcience and Stirs + 


aid Prompts the Creature to do the lame, as It is agreeable to his 
written 
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written Word and Revelation, ſuch as his Saints and Servants 4id 
of old time, and is Lawful and Right, this is as much the call and will 
of God as if we outwardly heard his Voice Speaking from Heave:;, 
which no Man doth, and we Sin and Diſobey greatly if we do not 
this Will, and go forth-according as he calls us, ior this is the Uſe 
and Application of this whole Sermon. It is two fold, 

The firſt Uſe is of Command and Direttion. 

The ſecond Uſe is-of Conſolation and Aﬀlurance. 

The firſt Uſe of Command and Direttisn is grounded upon thoſe 
words of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, if ye know theſe things, happy are ye 
if ye do them. As ſoon as ever ye know the will of God he cxpetis 
that ye ſhould do it, all one as a Servant is to know, receive and do 
the will of his Maſter ; as alſo they ſhould be ready at all times to 
know and receive his will, and not go frowardly on in the way of 
their Heart; for God knows this all one as if it was expreſfled forth 
in outward word and ation. And that they ſhould tayn at bis Ru 
proof ; which Reproof, though it is ſecret and inward, a Dilobedi. 
ence here is kaown unto him, all one as what Tranſgreflion is open 
and manifeſt in the fight of Men. It is Obſervable how that com- 
mand runs, Turn yot 4: my Reproof ; Bebold I mill pour out my Spiris 
unto you; I will mabs known my words unto you, Prov. 1. 23. Ac- 
cording as the Soul is obedient-and doing, God gives more Grace 
and Knowledge, he hath more Favour and Loving: Kindneſs towards 
that-Soul even now ; and he will give it a more full and greater 
Reward hereafter $o it Is here where the Soul doth turn at his 
Reproof there ſucceeds and follows, / will pour out My Spirit unto 
you, 1 will make known my words unto you. Which Spirit and Words 


, teach us what is the will of God : And here the conſequent ſhould 


be alſo, That as God doth pour out his Spirit, and make known his 
VVords, Men and VVomen ſhonld receive thoſe his VVords, obey 
the Diftates of his Spirit, and do according:to the ſame V Vords. 
The whole Redy of Divinity doth center upon this thing of Prattice, 
We Read a Thouſand, yea, ten Thouſand times throughout the 
Book of the Lord of doing his Commandments, of walking in and 
keeping them, and the like. Mow theſe are the Commandments, the 
Statutes, and the Fulgmems, which the Lord your God Cammanded 
to Teach you, that ye might do them, Deut, 6. 1. Every Chapter, 
and every Verſe; yea, every Sentence, VVord ani Tittle hath 'a 
Relation all tothis, That Man may obey God and do his will, Jf 
any man ſeem to be Religious, and yet do not confirm at the words of 
Gol's Law to dothem,Deut.27.26. Nor yet dothey the will of God, 
That Man or Womans Religian is vain, Hear and Tremble at this 
VVord all ye meer outward VVorſhippers, Partial and Nomiral 
Chriſtians; for ye will Periſh and be Damned, notwithſtanding ye 
do ſomethings ia order to God and to Religion, "uy 
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' Bit to ſuch and ſach only who are 'ſo happy as to know theſe 
things and do them, Our ſecond uſe doth ſpeak Conſolation gnd 
Allurance, How lo? Such who V Vorſhip God, and do his will, 
God hears; which is all that CreaturecA deſire on this tide of 
Heaven 3 and which will certainty and infallibly bring them to 
Heaven. Happy art thou, 0 iſrael ; Who is like unto thee ? O People 
ſaved by the Lord, the Shield of thy Help, and who is the Sword of thy 
Excellency, Deut, 33. 29. "He alſo Exalteth the Horn of bis People, 
the Praiſe of all bis Saints ; even of the Children of liracl, a People 
near unto bim, Plal.14$:14. All this is to be Underſtood of the Reat 
and rot of the Nuncupative Iſrael. For what Nation is there ſo great, 
who hath.God ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord our God- is in all things 
thar we call upon him for? Here 1 might Tranſcribe, the whole 
Scripture ; for it is exceeding full to this purpoſe : Yea, it is 
£:1 times more full and expreſs conceraing God's hearing the Pray- 
er of his Servan'sand Children, his Eleet and People, then it 1s 
on the other hand, that he doth not hear'Sinners ; as to which 
there hath been here abundantly much alledged. But to this of 

learing the Prayers,of his Servants pertaineth the Adoption, the 
Covenants and the Promiſes 3 which is ſuch a Threefold Cord that 
can 10 100re be broken than it is poſſible for any mortal Man to pluck 
the Sun out of the Firmament; or that the Heaven and Earth and 
the whole Fabrick of things contained therein, ſhould be diflolved 
and come to nothing at this moment of my writing this. Whereas 
they been from the days of cld, and they are upheld at this preſent 
time by the Word of his Power ; and they will never be vtherwile 
diflolved than to bring in, and make way for another more abiding ; 
even an Eternal and Irreverſible State of things- AS ſure as God is, 


he is True, fo that all which is Spoken and Written in his Word, 


will be fulfilled : And the ſame Word which ſpeaks of the RejeRti- 
on and Catting oft of ſome of Mankind, doth ſpeak of the Election 
and Calling of others, The ſame Word which ſpeaks of the Con- 
demnation of Many, doth ſpeak of the Salvation of another ſort. 
As there is an Everlefing Puniſhment prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels, for Sinners and Hypocrites : So there remaineth a Ref# to the 
P-ople of God ; and ſuch God hears at this preſent time in all things, 
which are lawful, goud and Profitable for them. Nothing is ſo 
ſare as that Chriſt ſhall ſee the Trevel of his Soul aud be Satisfied, 
I'a. 53. 11. He hath had his People all along (though God knows in 
ſome Generations they were but few) He hath now, and will have 
his People on Earth, and he will hare them in Heaven alſo. Father 
I will that they alſo whom thou kaft given me, be with me where 1 am, 
that rhey may behold my Glory which thou baft given me. For where 


the Head is, there alſo muſt the Members be. There are many - 


{ach Precious Promiſes and Truths in the two foregoing Re + 
| an 
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and indeed throughout the whole Goſpel of Chriſt, which hath* 
brought Life and Immortality to Light. Wherefore comfort ye one 
another with theſe words ; _ 

The End of all our Preaching and Prayer, the Gathering and 
Aſlembling of our ſelyes together upon the Lord's Day, or upon our 
Solema Fatt Day, is that ye and my (elf do ule diligence, that fince 
there is a Number of our Fellow-Creatures, Partakers of the ſame 
Fleſh and Bleod allotted unro Perdition, and another Number or- 
dained to Eternal Life, that thou and Iand the others, even all the 
Iſrael of God, may be found amongſt them at the laſt day, who ſhall 
believe and ſerve God to the ſaving of our Souls. Fxcept your Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall exceed the Righteonſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye 
ſball in no caſe enter into the Kingdom of God. And except your Reli- 
gion doth exceed the Religion of the Multitude and Generality of 
the People of the VVorld (as by the way. this is ſome Mark that 
it doth, when ye wait upon God in hearing his Ford, whilſt others 
are at their Labour, Trade, Company, Idleneſs, or in an Ale houſe) 
It will not be a Religion to the ſaving of your Souls. Bur if ir doth 
indeed exceed that Religion by being more Inward, Spiritual, and 
Conſtant, then it will avail to that good End, even to the faying of 
your Souls. 

And may Ged hear us (whoare his People) in the Day of Trouble, 
as it hath been a Day of Diſtreſs, and YYVar among the Nations, 
which we are to lay to Heart, they being our Fellow-Creatures. 
But the day of:Sickneſs and Death is the greateſt Day of Trouble; 
and then May the Name of the God of Iſrael defend us. Send us 
belp from thy San@uary, and ftrengthen us out of Zion. Kemember all 
our Offerings, and acceps our Burmt-$acrifice, Selah. Grant us 4c- 
cording to our own Heart, and fulfil all thy Counſel. FYe will rejojee 
in thy Sahoation, and in the Name of our God we will ſet up onr Banners. 
The Lord fulfil, all thy Petitions. That the Lord may hear and ac- 
cept of all things we have done throughout our fore-going Life, 

which will ſet us in Heaven, where we ſhall rejoyce in his Salva- 
tion, and in the Name of our God ſet up our Banners, Let us to our 
worſhip of Ged annex the doing his will; Let us worſhip him accord- 
ing to his will; and not only worſhip him, but do his will alſo: For 
ſuch God heareth ; and ſuch, and ſuch only he will ſave. 


Written by Richard Stafford; and 
Preached in the Country on tw0 Se 
veral and National F aſt- Days. 
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A dvertiſement. 


In Page 5. Line 18. Read theſe following Words. 


$ for ſuch a Peace which is made vpon any other 
A Terms then that of Righteouſneſs : It is like a 
Sore Superficially and Outwardly Cured and Skinned 
over ; which tn procels of time will be apt to break 
out again. But when it ſhall be according to the Di- 
rections and Preſcriptions of God's Word, and the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, the Prince of Peace, then it wlll 


be Sound throughout, Firm and Durable, according *- « 


to what 1s written, 1n his Days ſhall the Righteous Flou- 
riſh: and abundance of Peace ſo long as the Moon entlureth, 


Pſal. 72. 7. Of the Increaſe of his Government and Peace 
there ſhall be no end, If. g. 7. 


London, Printed in the Year 1697. And are to Sold unto * 
ſuch, who will Recezve the Truth in the Love theresf/ 


